The Reverend Marjo Anderson

1-Narrative — Summer — Sabbath — Week 3 T 25 Augast 2019
1 Chronicles 16:23-31; John 4:21-24
“The Vertical Dimension of Sabbath™ =

Why are you here to worshxp 7 : , ‘
Take a few seconds to think about it and then turn to your nei ghbor and tell them why you re here

So why are we here? ...

As I thought about that question this week, , ' ,
I decided that the primary reason I’m here is because that s the reason | was created.

James Weldon Johnson, in his poem The Creation, explains it. : :

I won’t read the whole'poein; but hopefully a few phrases will get the idea across:

“And God stepped out on space, And he looked around and sald I'm lonely — I’H make mea woﬂd
Then God smiled, And the light broke,

And ...God rolled the light around in his hands Until he made ‘the sun And .moon and sta:rs

And God walked and..His footsteps...bulged the mountains up. .

God $pat out the seven seas...And...The cooling waters catie down R
Then God ... said: Bring forth! ... [and there were] Fishes and fowls And beasts and blrds
Then ... God looked around On all that he had made....And God said: I'm Ionely s’ull ;
Then Ged thought and thought Tﬂl he thought I’ll make me a man' o i

.....

Then into it he blew the breath of life...

God created, in order to have a relationship with creation.

God created human beings in order tohave a relationship vv1th them
God created me to have a relationship with me. :
God created you to have a relationship with you.

God wants a relationship with you.
Turn to the person beside you and say, “God wants a relationship thh you!”
Now turn to the person on the other s1de and say, “God Wants a rela‘uonslnp W1th you' s

Of course God created human beings to be smart enough to create their lives
quite apart from any kind of acknowledged relationship to Ged.
As Christians we understand that God wants a relationship with us, but relationships can take many forms.

Have you ever had someone that you really cared about?-

Someone you encouraged and supported and provided for? '

Someone you devoted time and energy to, went out of your way for, bent over backwards for?

And then when you need a listening ear or you Wanted somethmg from them or needed then" help,
they were too busy? .

Sometimes I’m afraid that’s how many of us in the Mainline Protestant tradition treat God.

After all, we’re smart, we’te successful, we are for the most part self-sufficient, i
so it doesn’t seem as if we really need God’s helpon a daily basis.- :

Sure, there are times when something goes awry or a piece of our life skitters beyond our control
or we need simply need a bit of help, and then we can turn to God.



But God wants more than that.
God wants a much deeper relationship than that.

You and I are made in the image of God.., s T | ‘
and so we are designed to create our 11ves and to help create the world around us.
And because God wants to be in relatlonshlp Wlﬂl us, God wants to co-create our hves wn:h us...

There are bas1ca11y two v ways of domg that '

we can pretty much create our lives on our own and just ask God for help when we need it — .. .
calling God in as a consultant;

or, we can work with God, side by side, from beginning to end — _
treating God as our partner, Qur Seior partner....; - i e

Now the advantage of calhng God inasa consultant _

is that it’s our vision and our- plan and wegettodo things the way we. Want
with only help from God —not interference.

But the disadvantage is that then we are limited by what we, can see- & what we ] know. & ‘what we can., nnagme ,

We are limited by the people we know and the' ,a i

FIVG years ago T had a vision for Salem
I thought we should sell the property and build anew gree
working in partnershlp with the Council of Churches Um

and the New Paradigm Theatre.
At the time we had the people and the money to make it happen, v
but no one was mterested in movmg and certainly not downtown Bridge;
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Now tell the person on the other‘ s1de “God Wants /a partnershlp w1th you‘ ”
When I was working on my oWn vision,: ;-4 a0 -
there were particular people and orgamzatlons and resources that I saw as potenhally helpﬁﬂ
and others that I dlsmlssed as powerless and m31gn1ﬁcant Vool TE e s
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There were two in particular that I failed to nonce that God has since brought to my attentlon
One was Jeanette Harris and her little Lutheran mission, Genesis.
I was happy to attend her events, encourage others to support them, & mentor her per Synod request,
but how on earth could she help me or Genesis help Salem? |
After all, we were the well-established, larger, wealthier congregatlon with a full time pastor and other staff,
and they were just a tiny mission, with a part-time licensed lay minister. ., :
I also dismissed Pastor Simmonds and his congregation, New Dlrectlon Mlmstnes )
He was a black Jamaican Pentecostal pastor with a small congregatlon of poor 1mm1grants
How could they have anything to offer Salem other than a b1t of rental income?
If anyone had ever suggested that I might look :forward to gomg to a 2-hour Worshlp service
with people praying in tongues and clapping and j jumping. and dancmg to very. loud music
and an hour long sermon by someone who never even went to seminary, :
I would have said they were out of their mind! |
And if anyone had ever predicted I’d be learning more in a Lutheran Pentecostal Blble study
than I ever did in an all-Lutheran one, I would have pronounced them msane' .
And yet, the 2 cabaret nights & film mght that Salem, New Direction Ministries & Genesis Gospel Cafe
sponsored were so exciting and successful and rewarding
that we are leveraging these 3 events into a weekly Sunday evenmg event begmmng thls fall!

I could never have enwsmned such a parmE:rshlp because ity was outs1de my range of ¢ expenence and comfort.
My vision is limited to what I can see and know and imagine.
My vision is limited to my past experience and present reality.
My vision is limited to the people and organizations and resources of whlch I’m aware
But God‘s vision is not limited.
God doesn’t just see my part of the picture or your part of the plcture or our part of the plcture
God sees the entire picture.
And God can bring all the people and all the orgamzatmns and all the resources that are needed
to meet the goal, fulfill the dream, make real the vision.

But in order for that to ]aappcn, God’s gotta be theie from the get-go!

The reason we come to worship is not only because God wants a relationship with us
but because we need to be in partnership with God.

Let me end with a brief story. _
Last month Tom Larson, Bill Winter, Jeanette Hams and T went to tour the new church buﬂdmg
of New Vision Ministries International.
Pentecostal Pastor Dexter Upshall, a 35-year-old Afrlcan American Yale college alum told us
that the congregation’s building had been perfectly adequate & they had not even thought of moving.
But one day he got a call from a commercial real estate agent = .
who said he had a building he thought that the church might be mterested in.
Pastor Dexter replied that #1, they weren’t looking, and #2, they had no money,
but the agent said, “I think you should look at it”.
So Pastor Dexter said_, ‘,‘OK,— it doesn’t hurt to look™.

The building was in a residential area but was a commercial buﬂdmg .

that housed some small businesses and light manufacturing companies on the first floor. .
The entire second floor was empty and ¢ open, with few walls and only elght supporting columns,
As his leadership team looked at the huge and flexible space they got a vision of what could be.
They felt God was calling them to a new vision that would be housed in that building.
They could not imagine how it would ever work, but they trusted that God could.



Even thougn they had 1o money saved up, they bxd on the bmldmg o

1 thought he'was mad,
But he said he expected th

and besides, the spaee ST community events.

2 that have already cen incubate
The restat"

If we try and come up W1th a
it will, by definition, be limited to our past expenence : » .
But if we brmg God in from the get-go & eommlt to workmg m partnershlp, suie by Sld every step of the way,

Tell the person beside you, “It’s a.
Tell the person in the parkmg lot' -

We are in partnership with the creator of all things, the God who is 4ll-powetful and alll-loving, "
the God who wants nothing more than for us to find purpose and meamng and hope and Joy/ e

to God, our Creator, our’ ?Jd




