
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

 

 
 

 
4th Sunday in Lent 

 
 

March 22, 2020 
9:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The Reverend Marjo Anderson, Pastor 

marjoanderson@aol.com 

203-982-3441 (cell) 

 

Karl Kraft, Office Manager 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

Jennifer Reyes and Pablo Cruz, Sextons 

jen92979@optimum.net 

203-455-7583 

3160 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT  06604 

Telephone:  203-336-3300; 

Fax:  203-336-8813      

www.salembridgeport.org 

www.facebook.com/salembridgeport 

mailto:marjoanderson@aol.com
mailto:salemsec123@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jen92979@optimum.net
http://www.salembridgeport.org/


4th Sunday in Lent 22 March 2020 

 

In the name of the risen Christ, welcome!  We are glad you are here! 

Guests, please sign the welcome pads in the pew 

and introduce yourselves to the pastor! 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, parts in normal font are read by the pastor, leader or lector 

while responses in bold font are read by the congregation. 

*= you are invited to stand, as able, and as you so desire 

“ELW” refers to Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red book in your pew racks. 

 

 “Busy Bags” are available for children in the large basket in the narthex/lobby. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Today we are reminded of the greatest commandment, the secret to life: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,  

and with all your mind, and with all your strength”  

and the second greatest commandment which is just like it: 

“'You shall love your neighbor as yourself”.   

God, help us to do just that! 

 

 

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 

A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great preacher.  

Though his most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was more concerned with God's love.  

He served both as missionary to the Housatonic people in Massachusetts,  

and as president of the future Princeton University. 

 

Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr, died 1980 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 

Romero was deeply concerned with injustices evident toward the poor & powerless in El Salvador,  

and worked forthrightly against political repression.  

He was assassinated while presiding at the eucharist in a chapel near the cathedral in San Salvador. 

 

Annunciation of Our Lord 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

Nine months before Christmas we celebrate the annunciation,  

in which the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to the Son of God.  

The ancient church believed that this was also the date of the world's creation  

and of Jesus' death on the cross. 



Gathering 

 

 

GATHERING SONG  Through It All  

 

I've had many tears and sorrows,  

I've had questions for tomorrow; 

there've been times I didn't know right from wrong. 

But in every situation,  

God gave me blessed consolation, 

that my trials come to only make me strong. 

 

Through it all, through it all,  

I've learned to trust in Jesus, I've learned to trust in God. 

Through it all, through it all,  

I've learned to depend upon His Word. 

 

I've been to lots of places,  

I've seen a lot of faces,  

there've been times I felt so all alone. 

But in my lonely hours,  

yes, those precious lonely hours,  

Jesus let me know that I was His own. 

 

Through it all, through it all,  

I've learned to trust in Jesus, I've learned to trust in God. 

Through it all, through it all,  

I've learned to depend upon His Word. 

 

I thank God for the mountains,  

and I thank Him for the valleys,  

I thank Him for the storms He brought me through. 

For if I'd never had a problem,  

I wouldn't know God could solve them, 

I'd never know what faith in God could do 

 

Through it all, through it all,  

I've learned to trust in Jesus, I've learned to trust in God. 

Through it all, through it all,  

I've learned to depend upon His Word. 

 
CCLI Song # 18211  Andrae Crouch 
Reprinted with permission under CCLI #11092038. 

 



WELCOME 

 

Everyone, please sign the welcome pads! 

We'd be most grateful if you would take the small clipboard  

on the central aisle end of your pew, fill out the information, 

 and pass the pad down the pew so that everyone has a chance to sign.  

 Then pass the pad back and see who is sitting with you! 

This allows us to keep our voting member list and contact info current  

so we can keep all of our members and friends up-to-date on what’s happening at Salem.  

THANKS! 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER REQUESTS, THANKSGIVINGS, GOD-SIGHTINGS 

 

 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.  Amen 

 

During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart.  

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Source of all life, 

we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

We fear that we are not good enough. 

We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. 

Forgive us.  Stir us.  Reform us to be a church powered by love,  

willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just,  

and seek the healing of your whole creation.  Amen 

 

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the world. 

Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional,  

and we are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, 

in the name of Jesus Christ.   

Amen 

 



*GATHERING HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW # 858 

(a favorite hymn of the congregation) 

 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

 joining in glad adoration! 

 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

 sent by his gracious ordaining? 

 

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

 surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

 if with his love he befriend you. 

 

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

 Let the amen sound from his people again. 

 Gladly forever adore him! 

 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
 

 

*GREETING  

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!   

 

And also with you! 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.    

(a brief silence) 

Lord of love, you have taught us that love is your greatest commandment.  

May your love so transform our lives,  

that we may love you with our whole selves – bodies, hearts, minds, and spirits –  

and love every one of your children as unconditionally as you do, 

so that your love shining through us will have the power to transform the world.   

We pray in the name of Jesus and by the power of the Spirit.   

Amen 



Word 
 

 

 

FIRST READING – Psalm 89: 1-4  

 

 1I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; 

 with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 

 2I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; 

 your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

 3You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 

 I have sworn to my servant David: 

 4'I will establish your descendants forever, 

 and build your throne for all generations.'" 

 

Word of God, Word of Life!  

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION That Priceless Grace ELW # 591 

 
 

 
 

 



*GOSPEL – Mark 12:28-44 

 

The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Mark!  

Glory to you, O Lord!  

 
28One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 

answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all?" 29Jesus answered, 

"The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 

strength.' 31The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other 

commandment greater than these." 32Then the scribe said to him, "You are right, Teacher; you 

have truly said that 'he is one, and besides him there is no other'; 33and 'to love him with all the 

heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,' and 'to love one's neighbor as 

oneself,' — this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." 34When 

Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." 

After that no one dared to ask him any question. 

 
35While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, "How can the scribes say that the Messiah is 

the son of David? 36David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, 

 

 'The Lord said to my Lord, 

 "Sit at my right hand, 

 until I put your enemies under your feet." ' 

 
37David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?" And the large crowd was listening 

to him with delight. 

 
38As he taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 

greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the synagogues and 

places of honor at banquets! 40They devour widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say 

long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation." 

 
41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 

Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 

which are worth a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this 

poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44For all of them 

have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she 

had, all she had to live on." 

 

The Gospel of Our Lord!  

Praise to you, O Christ!  

 

 
 

SERMON   



*HYMN OF THE DAY Made a Way   
 
 

Verse 1:   Standing here not knowing how We'll get through this test 

   But holding onto faith You know best 

   Nothing can catch You by surprise, You've got this 

   Figured out, and You're watching us now 
 

Verse 2: But when it looks as if we can't win 

   You wrap us in your arm and step in 

   Ev'rything we need, You supply, You've got this 

   In control, and now we know that 
 

Chorus 1: 

You made a way when our backs Were against the wall And it looked as if it was over 

You, You made a way and we're standing here Only because You made a way 
 

Verse 3: Now we're looking back on Where we've come from 

   Because of You and nothing we've done 

   To deserve the love and mercy You've shown 

   But Your grace was strong enough to pick us up 
 

Bridge 1: 

You move mountains, You cause walls to fall With your power, You perform miracles 

There is nothing that's impossible  

And we're standing here Only because You made a way 
 

Bridge 2: 

You move mountains, You cause walls to fall With Your power, You perform miracles 

There is nothing that's impossible  

And we're standing here Only because You made a way 

And we're standing here Only because You made a way 

We're standing here Only because You made a way 
 

Chorus 2:   You made a way, You made a way You made a way, You made a way 
 

Tag: 

Don't know how, but You did it, made a way Don't know how, but You did it, made a way 

Don't know how but You did it  Don't know how but you did it 

Don't know how but You did it  Don't know how but you did it 
 

Chorus 3: 

Don't know why but I'm grateful  Don't know why but I'm grateful 

Don't know why but I'm grateful  Don't know why but I'm grateful 

Don't know why but I'm grateful    
 

Tag 

And we're standing here only because You made a way 

  

CCLI Song # 7071768.  Travis Greene 
Reprinted with permission under CCLI #11092038. 

 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (for Lent) 
(http://www.laughingbird.net/Seasonal.html, Laughing Bird Liturgical Resources; 

the responses at the end come from Stages on the Way by the Wild Goose Worship Group. 

©1998, WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow G51 3UU, Scotland; 

the beginning was written by Nathan Nettleton, ©2000, to preface the responses;  edited by Marjo Anderson) 
 

Let us affirm our faith together. 
 

We believe in an all-powerful Creator  

who loves us like an affectionate father and nurtures us like a devoted mother. 
 

We believe in Jesus who showed us what it means  

to love God with all one’s heart and soul and mind and body, 

and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, 

and who trusted God enough to suffer and die,  

believing that even in death God’s power and love can bring life.   
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit which, poured into our hearts by faith, 

transforms our lives from the inside out, 

bringing not only to bloom and blossom and flower but to full fruit  

all the gifts of the Spirit. 
 

How then shall we live?   How shall this faith take flesh in the world? 
 

The cross?   We will take it. 

The bread?   We will break it. 

The pain?   We will bear it. 

The joy?    We will share it. 

The Gospel?   We will live it. 

The love?   We will give it. 

The light?   We will cherish it. 

The darkness?  God shall perish it. 
 

*PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

Leader:  

As members and friends of Salem Church, let us remind ourselves why we are here: 

We are a community of Christian disciples called by the Holy Spirit. 

In response to God’s transforming love, we share our joy through praise and service. 
 

May it be so!    

Amen 
 

*EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always!   And also with you! 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 

and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

http://www.laughingbird.net/Seasonal.html


*OFFERING PRAYER  

Leader:  

Please stand as you are able and so desire.  Let us pray.  (a brief silence) 
 

Jesus, you said, “Give, and it will be given to you…  

for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 

Give us the confidence to cheerfully give our tithes & offerings of time, talent & treasure  

to your work in this place, trusting that you will provide abundantly for all our needs.  

We pray this in the power of your Spirit.  Amen 

 

OFFERING  

Leader:   

Please prepare your offerings and your prayer slips  

while we turn our hearts to God and listen to the choir anthem.   

When you come up for communion please bring them with you,  

placing your offering in the plate and your prayer request in the basket.   
 

In response to God’s grace,  

it is our joy to return to God our tithes & offerings.   

If you prefer to give online,  

you may scan the code on the left with a QR reader on your smart phone  

& it will take you to Salem’s donation page. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM Be Thou My Vision Irish folk melody arr. Arnold Sherman 

 

*OFFERTORY HYMN Here Is Bread ELW # 483 

 
Text Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 

Music:  Graham Kendrick 

Tex and music © 1991 Made Way Music, admin by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 



Meal 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

*PREFACE DIALOG 
 

God be with you! And also with you! 

Open your hearts! We open them to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the God of all! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

* LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed. 

Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen 

 

We believe Christ is truly present in the gifts of this sacrament – 

in the bread and wine and in the people gathered. 

As we are fed by Christ’s body, we become his body. 

Nourished, strengthened & made whole by these gifts of God’s forgiveness & grace, 

we go with joy to share God’s love for the world. 
 

Come!  The feast is ready to begin!  Jesus invites you to the table! 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available – please tell the pastor if you need this option.   

Bread will be dropped into the palm of your hand. 
 

Proceed to the person offering the cups.   

You will be offered an individual disposable cup of wine.  If you prefer grape juice, just ask.   

It is also perfectly fine to receive the bread alone.   
 

Those who wish to receive only a blessing may indicate their desire 

by crossing their arms over their hearts.  

 



HYMN DURING COMMUNION Borning Cry ELW # 732 

 

 

1 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 

 I'll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

 to see your life unfold. 

 I was there when you were but a child, 

 with a faith to suit you well; 

 in a blaze of light you wandered off 

 to find where demons dwell." 

 

 

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word 

 I was there to cheer you on; 

 you were raised to praise the living Lord, 

 to whom you now belong. 

 If you find someone to share your time 

 and you join your hearts as one, 

 I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 

 from dusk till rising sun." 

 

 

3 "In the middle ages of your life, 

 not too old, no longer young, 

 I'll be there to guide you through the night, 

 complete what I've begun. 

 When the evening gently closes in 

 and you shut your weary eyes, 

 I'll be there as I have always been, 

 with just one more surprise." 

 

 

4 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 

 I'll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

 to see your life unfold." 

 

 

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 

Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker 

 



*BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in divine grace! Amen 

 

 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Leader:    

Let us pray.    

(a brief silence) 

We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, 

which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. 

As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ in our neighbors. 

In Jesus’ name we pray.   

Amen 

 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION SONG Step by Step (W&P #132) 

 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you.   

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you.  

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways,  

and step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days.   (repeat verse) 

 

and I will follow you all of my days, 

and I will follow you all of my days,  

and step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days.   

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Leader:  

Let us pray.  

(a brief silence)   

God of all love and all power, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us —  

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of the One who offered himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen 



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Leader:   

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful,  

we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

Individual worshipers are invited to read aloud petitions as moved by the Spirit. 
 

God of insight, open the hearts of the church & the world to all who testify to your deeds of power.  

Raise up voices in your church that are often silenced or overlooked  

due to age, gender expression, race, or economic status.  

We pray for our mission partners, especially today for Lutheran Disaster Response,  

Lutheran World Relief & the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's World Hunger Appeal, 

and for our Salem members and families, especially those celebrating their birthdays this week:  Joe 

Bales, and Stephan Dow, 

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that dwell in it and beneath it. 

Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to lands suffering drought.  

Protect hills and shorelines from damage caused by erosion.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations.  

Anoint leaders who seek goodness, righteousness, and truth on behalf of all.  

Frustrate the efforts of those who would seek to cause violence or terror.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask.  

Come quickly to all who seek prayer this day, especially Barbara, Katie, Jerry, Andrea, Audry, Diane, 

Dolores, Dawn, Eron, Grace, Hazel, Jacob, Jana, Katherine, Liz, Maria, Martha, Reinie, Ron, Sarah, 

Steve, and all we name in our hearts.  

Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists,  

and all who tend to human bodies, and keep all caregivers safe from harm.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of insight, help this assembly lift up the unique gifts of each person who enters,  

no matter their physical capacity, cognitive ability, or sensory need.  

Help us to be creative and brave in making our facilities and our ministries accessible to all.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to new life with you.  

We give thanks for your saints,  

especially for Jonathan Edwards and Oscar Romero, whom we commemorate this week. 

Join us together with them as your children in this world and the next.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

The Assisting Minister will now read the written prayer requests of the congregation. 

Following these, the pastor will wait for any verbal prayer petitions. 
 

The pastor concludes: 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers  

as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 



Sending 

 

*BLESSING 
 

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,  

and claimed us as children of the light,  

strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.   

Amen 

 

 

*SENDING HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW # 543 
(a favorite hymn of the congregation) 

 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:   

Go in peace.   

Be of good cheer. 

Christ has overcome the world! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

CREDITS  
 

Parts of this liturgy are reproduced from: From Sundays and Seasons.com.  

Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25794. 

Scripture passages may be from the New Revised Standard Version, The Message, or The Inclusive Bible 



Announcements 
 

YOUR MOST IMPORTANT JOB:  Jesus said, “Go and tell…” and that’s what we are 

counting on you to do.  We include in this bulletin announcements of all the wonderful things 

we are doing at Salem, but please remember, the only way people will know about what we’re 

doing is if YOU tell them!  (And that goes for social media as well – it only works if YOU 

share our posts!) 

 

If you would like to sign up for flowers on a particular Sunday, the flower chart 

is located in the hall outside the lounge.  Then write a check for $35 and leave 

it in Karl's mail slot or mail it to the church office, 3160 Park Ave, Bridgeport, 

CT  06604.  This is a meaningful way to celebrate important occasions like 

birthdays, baptisms, & anniversaries.  You may give flowers In Memory, In 

Thanksgiving or In Honor of someone. 

 

Our Coffee Hour today is self serve.  Coffee hour hosts are needed for March 29th and after.  

PLEASE contact the church office to secure a date for coffee hour.  Coffee hour is a wonderful 

tradition at Salem.  It gives all of us a chance to welcome newcomers and enjoy fellowship 

together.  Thank you for your continued support.   Contact the office at (203) 336-3300, or 

email Karl at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net.   

 

Upcoming Adult Forum schedule:  

 03/22 – Forward on the Fourth 

 03/29 – Educational Reform 

 04/05 – (Palm Sunday) People who witnessed Jesus:  The Potter’s Wife 

 04/12 – NO adult forum due to Easter Sunday 

 

New Direction Ministries’ Annual Prayer Breakfast, originally scheduled for March 21st, 

has been postponed ‘til further notice. 

  

The free lunch and lecture at Yale Divinity School, originally scheduled for April 1st, has 

been postponed ‘til further notice. 

 

Congratulations to the Tomasko family.  Miles Benjamin Tomasko was born on March 17th 

weighing in at 8 lbs, 8oz. Mom, Dad (Matt & Kate), big sister Molly & son are all doing great, 

as are Nanny & Poppy.   

 

Salem Book Club meets on the first Tuesday at noon in the Salem Lounge.  Upcoming 

selections are: April 7th: The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff; May 5th:  The Beekeeper of 

Aleppo by Christy Lefteri; June 2nd:  Beneath the Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan. New members 

and guests are welcome to join us February 4th.  Please bring your lunch. 

 

  

mailto:momryk@yahoo.com


It has been decided to CLOSE Salem’s pantry for the foreseeable future. The food pantry 

staff regret having to take this action but in view of the age of our volunteers and clients and 

their vulnerability to contract this virus, they have decided to take this action. The staff will 

closely monitor the situation and advise when the food pantry can return to normal operations. 

 

Sunday Night Live is BACK – with a return of Cabaret Night on March 29th.  There will be 

a dinner for those who RSVP from 5:;00-5:45, and then the entertainment begins and continues 

til 7:30.  You are invited to sing, dance, act, or read a poem.  And if you’d rather help behind 

the scenes, we can always use help with such things as planning, publicizing, setting up, 

organizing the dinner and cleaning up.   RSVP to the dinner, to perform, or to help by calling 

the church office, or contacting Pastor Marjo, Jeanette Harris (203-366-6778; 

jharris524@yahoo.com), or Pastor Simmonds (203-543-5269; ebs61@yahoo.com). 

The tentative schedule for the year is: 

4/26 - Choirs & Praise Dance Night 

5/31 - Murder Mystery Night 

6/28 - Game Night 

7/12 - Vision Board 

8/30 - Ladies Night Out 

9/27, 10/25, 12/6 – TBA 

 

The Center for Family Justice provides free and confidential trauma-informed services and 

coordinates care for all victims and survivors of domestic violence, sexual violence, human 

trafficking and child abuse. You can help by participating in the following events: Walk A Mile 

in Her Shoes 2020 (April 25), Festival of Hope (May 2), Golf Classic 2020 (June 22). For more 

information visit centerforfamilyjustice.org or call (203) 334-6154. 

 

The Salvation Army has a variety of programs to help people. If you are 60 years and over 

and live in Connecticut, the CSFP 'Silver' program is for you. It is a monthly food basket 

containing a variety of foods. If you live in the 06604 zip code area, the Salvation Army has a 

food pantry. Operation Fuel Energy Assistance Program is designed to help low income 

families with electricity/gas/oil. For information about these programs and an appointment call 

(203) 334-0995 ext 105. Grandfamilies Together is a support group for grandparents and other 

kinship caregivers. For information about this program call (203) 334-0995 ext 107. There are 

also several volunteer opportunities available. For information about these, contact Major Lydia 

Pearson at (203) 334-0995. 

 

Tidying up?  Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County’s Restore will pick it up!  Call 

203.383.4358 or email their donation hotline at donate@restorecfc.org 

 

At Calumet, we have it good!  Each year we had two fundraising appeals - one in the spring 

time and one in the later part of the year.  We remind folks why Calumet matters.  We say a 

word to you about the impact Calumet has had on people.  We ask people to make a gift at least 

once during the year so that we can reach our goal of 2000 donors.  When we receive financial 

support from 2000 donors (it does not matter the amount of the gift), Calumet will have the 

mailto:ebs61@yahoo.com
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money it needs to do great work all year long!  Make a gift by visiting www.Calumet.org/give. 

Or send a check made payable to Calumet to: Kelly Matt, PO Box 236, West Ossipee, NH 

03890.  THANK YOU! 

 

Camp Calumet is ready to welcome campers from age 8-18 for the 2020 summer season. 

Every single kid is welcome there! Calumet is God’s place! Camp is a ton of fun. Campers 

arrive on Sunday afternoon and move into the cabins and tents. Some have past connections to 

other campers. Some don’t. Right away they meet counselors and fellow campers. Each day, the 

positive camp vibe grows more and more, touching each one’s soul and inspiring confidence, a 

sense of belonging, and a hopeful spirit. People experience something about God here in this 

place. For some, it’s subtle.  For others, it’s profoundly deep. Kids love what happens there 

because it brings them joy. “Calumet is the best place on earth.”  “At Calumet, I can be 

myself!”  “Calumet is my second home.”  Campers just love it there because this community is 

authentic and values each and everyone. Calumet is ready to welcome you!  Choose from seven 

1-week sessions, four 2-week sessions, or a 3-week session.  The actual cost of camp is $810.  

Due to financial support, calumet is able to charge just $680.  Links to online registration, all 

required forms, and a brochure are available at www.Calumet.org.  For all camp concerns, call 

603-539–3223x221 or email boomchickaboom@Calumet.org. This is going to be the best 

summer ever!  Boom Chicka Boom! 

 

The Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport’s Janus Center for Youth in Crisis now 

has five student interns from local colleges and universities helping case managers work one on 

one with over 75 youth on a weekly basis to keep them in school and out of the juvenile justice 

system. 

 

Introducing the FEED program of the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport!      

What is FEED?  It’s the Center for Food Equity and Economic Development and over the last 

few years has expanded in ways that are having a significant impact on the lives of people in 

our community.  Already FEED encompasses 4 different but related programs: 

 

The FEED Center Hunger Outreach Network supports 22 independently run food assistance 

programs (such as Salem’s Food Pantry) by allocating funds and providing technical assistance.  

It distributes over 200,000 meals to approximately 12,000 people every month, a troubling 

statistic that HON seeks to change. Giving a person a fish is only a temporary fix; teaching 

them to fish is the long-term goal.  And so HON spearheads several initiatives that allow food 

pantries and community suppers to evolve into opportunities for residents to improve their 

health and save money.   

 

The CREATE Culinary Career Training Program operates right here at Salem.  The food 

industry is one of the fastest growing fields both nationwide and right here, fueling an economic 

“comeback” in greater Bridgeport.  To provide the growing need for new food businesses and a 

skilled labor force, CREATE provides intensive culinary training courses.  Chef Aditi Goswami 

has crafted a 10-week course that allows graduates to outpace their competitors for 

employment.  The FEED social enterprise readies those looking to launch a food business.  The 



FEED product line is made with donated produce from ShopRite.  Feed catering services 

provide a delicious line of soups, sauces, baked goods, and prepared foods, the proceeds of 

which help to support CREATE.  To order call Aditi Goswami at 203.334.1121x14 or email her 

at aditigoswami@ccgb.org. 

 

The FEED Center’s Salt of the Earth Enterprise Kitchens (SEEK) provide a necessary 

resource to new food businesses – affordable commercial kitchen space.  After successfully 

working with the city to allow the use of church kitchens commercially, the first SEEK opened 

at St. John’s Episcopal, 768 Fairfield Avenue in Bridgeport in 2018 and is available for rent by 

local entrepreneurs.  For more information contact:  Shanita Santiago at 

ShanitaSantiago@ccgb.org  

 

Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County builds futures!  This year Habitat broke 

ground on 7 houses in the Granfield Avenue neighborhood and began work on their first one-

story accessible duplex on Wessels Avenue.  Now 260 Habitat CFC home owner families will 

celebrate the holidays in their own decent, affordable homes.   In 2020, Habitat CFC will 

celebrate 35 years of partnering with families, not only by expanding their reach to 275 

families, but by undertaking a comprehensive strategic planning process “2020 Vision for Our 

Future”.  You are invited to support Habitat CFC by donating a car, donating furniture and 

building materials to Restore, and in many other ways.  You can learn more by visiting 

HabitatCFC.org or calling 203.333.2642. 

 

 

SERVING THIS MORNING 

Altar Preparation Team:  Sandra Brown, Emily Sokoloski 

Ushers:  Rich & Carol Lansing 

Assisting Minister: Ray Lansing 

Lector/Communion Minister: Tom Larson 

Coffee Hour Hosts:  

Tellers: Rich Kenyon 
 

Serving Next Week – 3/29 

Altar Preparation Team: Jean Larson, Diane Tomasko 

Ushers:  Ray & Eileen Anderson 

Assisting Minister: Anita Papp 

Lector/Communion Minister: Sandra Brown 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 

Tellers: Sandra Brown, Diane Tomasko 
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*=you are invited to stand, as able  20 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 22, 2019 
 

 

 

Due to the changing nature of the world around us,  
we may be forced to readjust our programming.   

Please check your email for updates. 
 

 

 

 Sunday, March 22 9:30 Holy Communion 

 Lent 4 10:30 Coffee Hour 

  10:30 Christ Presbyterian Church of Fairfield 

  10:45 Adult Forum: Forward on the Fourth  

  1:00 New Direction Ministries, Pentecostal 

 

 Monday, March 23 7:00 Council 

 

 Tuesday, March 24 9:30 Rostered Leaders Text Study 

 

 Wednesday, March 25 9:30 NO Bible Study 

 

 Thursday, March 26 7:30 Choir Rehearsal 

 

 Friday, March 27 4:00 Musical Theatre Afterschool Camp 

 

 Sunday, March 29 9:30 Holy Communion 

 Lent 5 10:30 Coffee Hour 

  10:30 Christ Presbyterian Church of Fairfield 

  10:45 Adult Forum: Education Reform  

  1:00 New Direction Ministries, Pentecostal 

  5-7:30 Sunday Night Alive Cabaret 

 

 

 

 

 Karl is in the office 9:00-3:00 Monday-Thursday; 

Pastor Marjo is normally in the office Sunday, Tuesday & Thursday afternoons, 

although that schedule is subject to change based on the pastoral needs of the week. 

Please feel free to text, email or call her anytime. 

 


