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That Poor Rich Man

How many of you have ever fantasized
about being filthy rich or independently wealthy?
So wealthy that you didn't have to plan to make
the bill-paying schedule coincide with payday?

Have you ever said something like, "If | had
half the money that some of the top sports
players or entertainers have, the first thing |
would do would be to pay off everything | owe,
buy a house, retire, travel, and give lots aWay to
my children and set them up for life"?

Wouldn't you like to have unlimited
resources not just for yourself but also to have
the ability to help make other people’s lives
better. Wouldn’t it be great to be able to dish out
millions of dollars to build a hostel for the
homeless, or to make a difference in the lives of
those people in some overseas village where
people are so poor and lack the essentials to
sustain life — maybe providing fresh water,
electricity, schools, health clinics, an orphanage.

There's a certain joy in being able to help others.
(1) .
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In today’s gospel reading we hear of a man
who had many possessions. He ran to Jesus
and asked for something he could do in order to
inherit eternal life. Jesus recognized this fellow’s
responsible lifestyle; he knew the guy had
followed all the rules as closely as was humanly
possible. Jesus loved him.

Jesus tested the fellow though. Jesus
wanted to know what this man valued most —
riches and possessions or receiving eternal life.
He challenged the man to give up all his
possessions, to sell them and give the proceeds
to the poor. Jesus says, “you will have treasure
in heaven. Then, come follow me.” This guy has
followed the rules for so long. Jesus tests him
with just one more requirement. And the man
goes away shocked and grieving. |

There’s a lot to unpack in these 5 verses.
First, the man thinks DOing something, fulfilling
some requirement will get him into God's
kingdom. Second, he’s so focused on what HE
wants to do that he doesn’t realize Jesus already
loves him. And third, the fellow is shortsighted
and afraid.
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STUFF away. He, in his position in society, can
earn it all back again. In fact, because he shares
his wealth, he will become acquainted with
people he merely looked down on before. Maybe
some of them, the ones he probably had never
listened to, might have some great ideas to make
him even wealthier than before. But, instead, he
is shocked at what Jesus asks him to do and
goes away grieving.

-~ He hasn’t succeeded. He hasn’t made the
grade. Maybe the next prophet he consults will
tell him what he wants to hear. This Jesus’
expectations are just too unrealistic. That was
the way it seemed 2000 years ago, and it's still
the way Jesus' expectations seem to many
today.

Way back then, Jesus knew he was asking
a lot of his followers. The example he gave his
disciples about a camel going through the eye of
a needle shows he realized how difficult it would
be for people to choose to serve him. Our Lord’s
reputation was spoken about far and wide. In a
reading from Hebrews, the author says: “the
word of God (Jesus) is living and active; sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing until it

divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the
heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but
all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one
to whom we must render an account.”

Sounds pretty threatening. It almost
sounds like “serve Jesus, or ELSE.” If we
examine our own lives, we may be tempted to
measure ourselves against some standard, like
the rich man, to see how we how we might fare
in the final judgment. But wait, that's what
DIDN'T work for that guy. What SHOULD we do
that will really make a difference in our lives and
the lives of others?

Jesus' advice is that we give up anything
that is a burden to us. Give up trying to be better
than some standard. Give up focusing so intently
on ONE goal that we cannot see God’s grace all
around us. Give up doing everything the same
way it's always been done and look for a
challenge, a challenge that will grow your faith
and the faith of others.

Focus outside yourself and realize the joy
you feel giving. Give vyourself away, in
thanksgiving for your salvation, and you will have
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