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5th Sunday in Lent 29 March 2020 

 

In the name of the risen Christ, welcome to virtual church! 

We are glad to have you worship with us! 
 

This week we are live-streaming from SalemBridgeport’s FB page. 

Links to this worship bulletin, to the sermon, and to our donate page will be included.   
 

Here at Salem, as in the rest of Christendom,  

we are learning how to be church together – while physically apart.    

We welcome any technological assistance you can offer! 
 

Even though the church building is closed, if we can help in any way,  

please know that you can still call the church office at 203-330-3300 and leave a message  

and your message will be picked up remotely and your call returned.   

Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441. 
 

As we worship, please note that unless otherwise indicated,  

parts in normal font are read by the pastor, leader or lector 

while responses in bold font are read by the congregation. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Mark wrote his gospel either after the Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed,  

or when its destruction at least seemed imminent.   

After the temple was destroyed, people no longer could go to worship, gather with God’s people,  

offer the appointed sacrifices, or receive forgiveness the way they had always done. 

Jesus, however, had already explained that the old institution of Temple was no longer needed. 

Through his death and resurrection, the people of God could worship in spirit and in truth –  

in a whole new way. 

As we find ourselves no longer being able to gather together at church,  

we are reminded that we, too, can continue to worship in spirit and in truth – also in a whole new way.    

 

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824 Sunday, March 29, 2020 

Hauge was a layperson who wished to revitalize the church in Norway.  

As a result of a mystical experience, he felt called to preach.  

Many professionals in the church feared his motives and influence,  

and he was imprisoned for leading unauthorized gatherings. 
 

John Donne, poet, died 1631 Tuesday, March 31, 2020 

After finishing his education at Oxford University,  

Donne seemed headed for a career in the English public service.  

But a series of circumstances led him into the ordained ministry.  

He is well known as a writer of both secular and sacred poetry. 
 

Benedict the African, confessor, died 1589 Saturday, April 4, 2020 

Born a slave on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit  

until the pope ordered all hermits to attach themselves to a monastery,  

at which time Benedict joined the Franciscans.  

though illiterate, he was highly respected as a confessor and later superior of his community. 



 

 

Gathering 
 

GATHERING SONG  Made a Way   
 

Verse 1:   Standing here not knowing how We'll get through this test 

   But holding onto faith You know best 

   Nothing can catch You by surprise, You've got this 

   Figured out, and You're watching us now 
 

Verse 2: But when it looks as if we can't win 

   You wrap us in your arm and step in 

   Ev'rything we need, You supply, You've got this 

   In control, and now we know that 
 

Chorus 1: 

You made a way when our backs Were against the wall And it looked as if it was over 

You, You made a way and we're standing here Only because You made a way 
 

Verse 3: Now we're looking back on Where we've come from 

   Because of You and nothing we've done 

   To deserve the love and mercy You've shown 

   But Your grace was strong enough to pick us up 
 

Bridge 1: 

You move mountains, You cause walls to fall With your power, You perform miracles 

There is nothing that's impossible  

And we're standing here Only because You made a way 
 

Bridge 2: 

You move mountains, You cause walls to fall With Your power, You perform miracles 

There is nothing that's impossible  

And we're standing here Only because You made a way 

And we're standing here Only because You made a way 

We're standing here Only because You made a way 
 

Chorus 2:   You made a way, You made a way You made a way, You made a way 
 

Tag: 

Don't know how, but You did it, made a way Don't know how, but You did it, made a way 

Don't know how but You did it  Don't know how but you did it 

Don't know how but You did it  Don't know how but you did it 
 

Chorus 3: 

Don't know why but I'm grateful  Don't know why but I'm grateful 

Don't know why but I'm grateful  Don't know why but I'm grateful 

Don't know why but I'm grateful    
 

Tag 

And we're standing here only because You made a way 
 

CCLI Song # 7071768.  Travis Greene 
Reprinted with permission under CCLI #11092038. 



 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

the one who fashions us,  

the one who heals us,  

the one who reforms us again and again.  

 Amen 

 

During the season of Lent  

we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart.  

Let us confess our sin,  

calling for God's transforming power. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Source of all life, 

we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

We fear that we are not good enough. 

We hear your word of love freely given to us,  

yet we expect others to earn it. 

We turn the church inward,  

rather than moving it outward. 

Forgive us.   

Stir us.   

Reform us to be a church powered by love,  

willing to speak for what is right,  

act for what is just,  

and seek the healing of your whole creation.   

Amen 

 

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit  

to change us and to empower our lives in the world. 

Our sins are forgiven, ☩ 
God’s love is unconditional,  

and we are raised up as God’s people  

who are always being made new in the name of Jesus Christ.   

Amen 

 



 

 

OPENING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW # 632 

 

 
GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all!   

And also with you! 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.    

(a brief silence) 

O God, you have called us  

to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,  

by paths as yet untrodden,  

through perils unknown.   

Grant us wisdom, faith and courage to face each hour, 

not knowing where we go,  

but only that your hand is leading us  

and your love supporting us. 

We pray this in the Name of Jesus  

and by the Power of the Spirit.   

Amen 



 

 

Word 
 

 

FIRST READING – Psalm 102: 12-17  

 

 12 But you, O God, are enthroned forever; 

  your name endures to all generations. 

 13 You will rise up and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to favor it; 

  the appointed time has come. 

 14 For your servants hold its stones dear, 

  and have pity on its dust. 

 15 The nations will fear your name, O God, 

  and all the kings of the earth your glory. 

 16 For you, God, will build up Zion; 

  and will appear in glory. 

 17 You will regard the prayer of the destitute, 

  and will not despise their prayer. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life!  

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION That Priceless Grace ELW # 591 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

GOSPEL – Mark 13:1-8, 24-37 

 

The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Mark! Glory to you, O Lord!  

 
1As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large 

stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings?  

Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down." 
3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 

Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these 

things are about to be accomplished?”  5Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one 

leads you astray.  6Many will come in my name and say, 'I am he!' and they will lead many 

astray.  7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, 

but the end is still to come.  8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 

there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines.  This is but the beginning of 

the birth pangs…. 

 
24But in those days, after that suffering, 

 the sun will be darkened, 

 and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

 and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 

26Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory.  27Then he 

will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 

 
28From the fig tree learn its lesson:  as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near.  29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates.  30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 

until all these things have taken place.  31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 

 
32But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father.  33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.  34It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 

work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  35Therefore, keep awake — for you 

do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 

cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I 

say to you I say to all:  Keep awake.” 

 

The Gospel of Our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!  

 
 

SERMON   

 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY On a Hill Far Away (The Old Rugged Cross) TFbF # 77 

 (a favorite hymn of the congregation) 
  

 



 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (for Lent) 
 

 (http://www.laughingbird.net/Seasonal.html, Laughing Bird Liturgical Resources; 

the responses at the end come from Stages on the Way by the Wild Goose Worship Group. 

©1998, WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow G51 3UU, Scotland; 

the beginning was written by Nathan Nettleton, ©2000, to preface the responses;  edited by Marjo Anderson) 
 

Let us affirm our faith together. 
 

We believe in an all-powerful Creator  

who loves us like an affectionate father and nurtures us like a devoted mother. 
 

We believe in Jesus who showed us what it means  

to love God with all one’s heart and soul and mind and body, 

and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, 

and who trusted God enough to suffer and die,  

believing that even in death God’s power and love can bring life.   
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit which, poured into our hearts by faith, 

transforms our lives from the inside out, 

bringing not only to bloom and blossom and flower but to full fruit  

all the gifts of the Spirit. 
 

How then shall we live?   How shall this faith take flesh in the world? 
 

The cross?   We will take it. 

The bread?   We will break it. 

The pain?   We will bear it. 

The joy?    We will share it. 

The Gospel?   We will live it. 

The love?   We will give it. 

The light?   We will cherish it. 

The darkness?  God shall perish it. 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

Leader:  

As members and friends of Salem Church, let us remind ourselves who we are: 

We are a community of Christian disciples called by the Holy Spirit. 

In response to God’s transforming love, we share our joy through praise and service. 
 

May it be so!   

Amen 
 

EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always!   And also with you! 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 

and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
 

http://www.laughingbird.net/Seasonal.html


 

 

Thanksgiving 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

Leader:  

 

Jesus, you said, “Give, and it will be given to you…  

for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

 

Give us the confidence to cheerfully give our tithes & offerings of time, talent & treasure  

to your work in this place, trusting that you will provide abundantly for all our needs.  

We pray this in the power of your Spirit.  Amen 

 

 

Leader:   

 

In response to God’s grace, it is our joy to return to God our tithes and offerings. 

Although our building at 3160 Park Avenue in Bridgeport, CT is closed at present,  

our financial obligations continue and we are dependent upon your generosity. 

If you are watching and are part of another faith community,  

we encourage you to give your tithes to your own church first, 

and, if in addition to that, you would like to support our work here at Salem,  

we would be most grateful.   

Simply go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate” 

or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program  

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page. 

  

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN We Are an Offering ELW # 692  

 

 
 

Leader:  
 

Let us pray.  
 

(a brief silence)   
 

God of all love and all power, 
 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us —  

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of the One who offered himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Leader:   

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful,  

we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

Individual worshipers are invited to read aloud petitions as moved by the Spirit. 
 

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body.  

Enliven the church with your Spirit and bless the work of those who work for its renewal  

We pray for our mission partners,  

especially today for Seafarers and International House, the Lions Club and 12-step groups,  

and for our Salem members and families, especially those celebrating their birthdays this week: 

John Bryk, Linda Kraft, Dave Albers, Bob Reichelt, and Marjo Anderson.  

Accomplish your work of salvation in us and through us, for the sake of the world.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation suffers.  

Restore polluted lands and waterways.  

Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, & the current pandemic. 

Bring all things to new life.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation:  

those longing for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize,  

those seeking election, and those in dire need of humanitarian relief.  

Come quickly with your hope.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, you weep with those who grieve.  

Unbind all who are held captive by anxiety, despair, or pain, especially  

Barbara, Katie, Jerry, Andrea, Audry, Diane, Dolores, Dawn, Eron, Grace, Hazel, Jacob, Jana, 

Katherine, Liz, Maria, Martha, Reinie, Ron, Sarah, Steve, and all we name in our hearts.  

Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation  

to collaborate with our community in caring for the needs of our neighbors.  

Strengthen our ties with other local congregations, agencies, and services.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, you are our resurrection.  

We remember all those who have died and trust that, in you, they will live again.  

Breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too, might live with you forever.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

The Assisting Minister will now read the written prayer requests of the congregation. 

Following these, the pastor will wait for any verbal prayer petitions. 
 

The pastor concludes: 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers  

as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 



 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 

The presiding minister leads one of the following or another appropriate prayer. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:  

you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  

For your Word of life, O God,   

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:  

freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey,  

a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.  

For your Word of life, O God,   

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:  

forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.  

For your Word of life, O God,   

we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:  

renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. 

Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory forever. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen 



 

 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING Step by Step (W&P #132) 

 

 

 

 

Sending 
 

 

BLESSING 

 

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,  

and claimed us as children of the light,  

strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.   

Amen 

 



 

 

SENDING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW # 597 
 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:  Go in peace.  Be of good cheer.  Christ has overcome the world!  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER REQUESTS, THANKSGIVINGS, GOD-SIGHTINGS 
 

Please email announcements, prayer requests, thanksgivings and God-sightings 

to the Church Office at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

so they can be distributed to the congregation. 

 

CREDITS  
 

Parts of this liturgy are reproduced from: From Sundays and Seasons.com.  

Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25794. 

Scripture passages may be from the New Revised Standard Version, The Message, or The Inclusive Bible 

mailto:salemsec123@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Announcements 
 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,  

our building at 3160 Park Avenue has been closed until further notice 

and in-person worship and meetings cancelled. 

 

Pastor Marjo and our Office Manager, Karl, will be working primarily from their homes. 

Pastor Marjo plans to come in on Sundays to stream worship 

and Karl plans to come in once a week  

to take care of tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely. 

 

For now worship will be streamed from the sanctuary via FaceBookLive  

at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.    

Please join us!  

If you’d like to help lead worship  

please text or call Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441. 

If you can’t watch at 9:30 Sundays,  

the video will be saved to Facebook so you can watch it later. 

Both the Sunday bulletin & the sermon will be available on our website  

at SalemBridgeport.org 

 

Council had their first virtual meeting via Zoom and every member was “there”! 

The Lutheran Rostered Leaders will also be meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays 9:00-11:00. 

If your Salem committee or group would like to meet via Zoom,  

please contact Karl by emailing him at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

or by leaving a message on the church phone, 203-336-3300. 

 

Even though the building is closed, our financial obligations continue.   

We encourage you to continue to support Salem as generously as you can. 

Also, in order to protect our staff and volunteers from having to spend time in the building, 

handling cash and checks, we strongly urge you to make your donations online.   

Just click on the donate tab at SalemBridgeport.org, and follow the instructions.   

It takes less than 5 minutes the first time 

and you can set it up for automatic payments if you want.   

 
If you need help accessing Facebook or our website or donating online, 

please call Karl so we can get you the help you need. 

 

And if you need pastoral care – even just to talk –  

please don’t hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441. 
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