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GOOD FRIDAY April 10, 2020 

 

 

In the name of the risen Christ, welcome to virtual church! 

We are glad to have you worship with us! 

 

We are bringing this worship to you via FaceBook Live.   

Links to this worship bulletin and to our donate page can be found at SalemBridgeport.org/Live.   

 

Here at Salem, as in the rest of Christendom,  

we are learning how to be church together – while physically apart.    

We welcome any technological assistance you can offer! 

 

Even though the church building is closed, if we can help in any way,  

please know that you can still call the church office at 203-330-3300 and leave a message  

and your message will be picked up remotely and your call returned.   

Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441. 

 

As we worship, please note that unless otherwise indicated,  

parts in normal font are read by the pastor or another worship leader 

while responses in bold font are read by the congregation. 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Tonight we hear Mark’s account of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 

 

Oddly enough, it contains no mention of nails or blood. 

Instead, it says simply, “They crucified him”. 

We can assume that the first readers of this Gospel knew only too well what that meant. 

 

The passage ends with the centurion saying, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

Is this a confession of faith?  Or is it a sarcastic comment?  He had probably presided over many crucifixions. 

And whether or not he knew the truth he spoke, Mark preserved it for us. 

 

The first sentence of Mark proclaims: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”.  

At his baptism, the voice of God announced that Jesus was his Son.  

At his transfiguration, the voice of God announced that Jesus was his Son.  

All along the way, the demons knew that Jesus was the Son of God, and it terrified them.  

Yet now, for the first time, a person said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

 

 

 

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557 Friday, April 10, 2020 

 

Consecrated bishop in Finland, Agricola began a reform along Lutheran lines, without the approval of the pope. 

In only 3 years, he translated the New Testament and worship texts into Finnish,  

in the process establishing the rules of Finnish writing that are still used today. 



3 

 

ACCLAMATIONS 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

for by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

May God be merciful and bless us; may the light of God's face shine upon us. 

Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 

We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection, 

for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 

We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection, 

for by your cross joy has come into the world. 

 

HYMN Ah, Holy Jesus  ELW  #349, vss. 1-2, 4-5 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  

Let us pray.     (a brief silence) 

Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family  

for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed  

and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross;  

who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.   

Amen 

 

On this day of the Passion of our Lord and Savior,  

let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy. 

 

Let us pray. 

God at the margins,  

we have wandered far from your home; 

again and again, we lose our way. 

We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. 

We forget that you have saved your people before and promise to do so again. 

Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 

where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love overflows.  Amen 
 

 

TRISAGION  (Thrice - Holy Hymn) 

  

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 

have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 

have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 

have mercy on us. 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

  

Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. 

Like manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. 

Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you again this day, 

forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, leading you from death into life.     

Amen
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HYMN O Sacred Head, Now Wounded ELW # 351 
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READING OF THE PASSION ACCORDING TO SAINT MARK 

 

 
 

Crucifixion, 1501 - 1502 - Matthias Grünewald 
 

 

SOLO Via Dolorosa Sprague and Borop 

Katie Adams 

 

Down the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem that day the soldiers tried to clear the narrow street 

But the crowd pressed into see a man condemned to die on Calvary. 

 

He was bleeding from a beating - there were stripes upon His back and He wore a crown upon his head 

And He bore with every step the scorn of those of those of those who cried out for his death. 

 

Down the Via Dolorosa called the way of suffering like a lamb came the Messiah Christ the King 

But He chose to walk that road out of His love for you and me down the Via Dolorosa all the way to Calvary. 

 

The blood that could cleanse the hearts of all men made its way through the heart of Jerusalem. 

 

Down the Via Dolorosa called the way of suffering like a lamb came the Messiah Christ the King 

But He chose to walk that road out of His love for you and me down the Via Dolorosa all the way to Calvary. 
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SOLEMN REPROACHES – Bishop Eron B. Simmonds 
 

O my people, O my church, what have I done to you?  How have I offended you?  Answer me. 

I led you out of slavery into freedom, and delivered you through the waters of rebirth, 

but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

Forty years I led you through the desert, feeding you with manna on the way; 

I saved you from the time of trial and gave you my body, the bread of heaven,  

but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire, but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate; 

I guided you by the light of the Holy Spirit, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I planted you as my fairest vineyard, but you brought forth bitter fruit; 

I made you branches of the vine and never left your side, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I poured out saving water from the rock, but you gave me vinegar to drink; 

I poured out my life and gave you the new covenant in my blood, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I gave you a royal scepter, but you gave me a crown of thorns; 

I gave you the kingdom and crowned you with eternal life, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I struck down your enemies, but you struck my head with a reed; 

I gave you my peace, but you draw the sword in my name, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I opened the waters to lead you to the promised land, but you opened my side with a spear; 

I washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I lifted you up to the heights, but you lifted me high on a cross; 

I raised you from death and prepared for you the tree of life, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I grafted you into my people Israel, but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt, 

and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me. 

I came to you in the least of your brothers and sisters, but I was hungry and you gave me no food, 

thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.  Amen, Amen, and Amen. 
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SOLO Were You There African American Spiritual 

Jeanette Harris 

 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?   

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 

4 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 

5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

CREDITS  
Parts of this liturgy are reproduced from: From Sundays and Seasons.com.  

Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25794. 

Scripture passages may be from the New Revised Standard Version, The Message, or The Inclusive Bible 
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Announcements 
 

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US.  WE HOPE YOU’LL JOIN US AGAIN! 
 

TO DONATE 

 

In response to God’s grace, it is our joy to return to God our tithes and offerings. 

Although our building at 3160 Park Avenue in Bridgeport, CT is closed at present, 

our financial obligations continue and we are dependent upon your generosity. 

If you are watching and are part of another faith community, 

we encourage you to give your tithes to your own church first, 

and, if in addition to that, you would like to support our work here at Salem, 

we would be most grateful. 

Simply go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate” 

or scan the QR code here in our worship program 

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page. 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

For Easter Sunday, we’ll be joining Bethesda Lutheran Church in New Haven, CT online at 9:30 am. 

To join, please click on Bethesda’s YouTube channel or on Bethesda’s Facebook page  

or for more info on this service go to Bethesda’s website at https://bethesdanewhaven.org/  

This same information will be posted on Salem’s website and FB page. 

 

To prepare for worship that day, you are invited to make an “ALLELUIA”! 

You can write it on paper or on any other medium, 

or spell it out with any material or objects you choose. 

Also, if you have a bell (or bells, if there are more than one of you at home), 

have that ready to ring whenever we sing “alleluia” during the service.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER REQUESTS, THANKSGIVINGS, GOD-SIGHTINGS 

 

Please email announcements, prayer requests, thanksgivings and God-sightings 

to the Church Office at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net so they can be distributed to the congregation. 

 

 

CONTACT US 

 

Pastor Marjo and our Office Manager, Karl, will be working primarily from their homes. 

Pastor Marjo plans to come in on Sundays to stream worship 

and Karl plans to come in once a week to take care of tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely. 

 

If you need help accessing Facebook or our website or donating online, 

please call Karl at the church office so we can get you the help you need. 

 

And if you need pastoral care – even just to talk –  

please don’t hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDcFZwu3-tfqE3CCjUWOHlw
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdanewhaven
https://bethesdanewhaven.org/
mailto:salemsec123@sbcglobal.net
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Tonight’s Worship Leaders 
 

 

Our special thanks to the following people 

for their participation in tonight’s service: 

 

 

 Worship Leader: Pastor Marjo Anderson 

 

 

 Soloists: Katie Adams 

  Jeanette Harris, Lay Licensed Minister,  

  Genesis Gospel Café, 203.366.6778 

 

 

 

  Passion Story Readers: Sandra Brown 

  Rich Lansing  

  Bruce Tomasko 

  Marjo Anderson 

  Tom Larson 

  Bonnie McWain 

  Jean Larson 

  Christine Larson 

  Diane Tomasko 

 

 

 Solemn Reproaches Reader: Bishop Eron B. Simmonds, Pastor,  

  New Direction Ministries, 203.543.5269 
 


