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We are glad to have you worship with us!

This week we are live-streaming from SalemBridgeport’s FB page.
Links to this worship bulletin, to the sermon, and to our donate page will be included.

Here at Salem, as in the rest of Christendom,
we are learning how to be church together — while physically apart.
We welcome any technological assistance you can offer!

Even though the church building is closed, if we can help in any way,
please know that you can still call the church office at 203-330-3300 and leave a message
and your message will be picked up remotely and your call returned.
Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441.

As we worship, please note that unless otherwise indicated,
parts in normal font are read by the pastor, leader or lector
while responses in bold font are read by the congregation.

INTRODUCTION

Today’s liturgy begins with a palm procession, commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
Quickly the tone of the service changes as we meditate upon Jesus’ passion and death.

Because this story is so central to our faith,

we hear the account of the passion both today (through a choral cantata)

and on Good Friday (during our Tenebrae service).

Though Jesus is obedient even unto death on the cross, he is exalted by God.

The sign above the cross proclaims the crucified king.

We gather to remember his offering for the life of the world, and to be fed by his life-giving mercy.
This holy week will culminate in the most important of all Christian celebrations —

The Three Days of Jesus’ suffering, death, & resurrection.

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Albrecht Durer, died 1528; Matthias Grunewald, died 1529; Lucas Cranach, died 1553; artists
Monday, April 6, 2020

These great artists revealed through their work the mystery of salvation and the wonder of creation.
Durer's work reflected the apocalyptic spirit of his time.

Though he remained a Roman Catholic, he was sympathetic to Martin Luther's reforming work.
Grunewald's paintings are known for their dramatic forms, vivid colors, and depiction of light.
Cranach's work includes many fine religious examples and several portraits of Martin Luther.
Cranach was also widely known for his woodcuts.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, died 1945 Thursday, April 9, 2020

Bonhoeffer was a German theologian who wrote profoundly, yet in an accessible manner.
In WWII, he became a leader of the Confessing Church in Germany that resisted the Nazi movement.
Linked to a plot to kill Hitler, he was hanged shortly before the end of the war.

Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557 Friday, April 10, 2020
Consecrated bishop in Finland, Agricola began a reform along Lutheran lines, without the approval of the pope..

In only 3 years, he translated the New Testament and worship texts into Finnish,
in the process establishing the rules of Finnish writing that are still used today.



CREDITS

Parts of this liturgy are reproduced from: From Sundays and Seasons.com.

Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25794.

Scripture passages may be from the New Revised Standard Version, The Message, or The Inclusive Bible

Gathering

GREETING
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1=11
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark! Glory to you, O Lord!

IAs they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent off two
of the disciples 2with this instruction: “Go to the village straight ahead of you, and as soon as you enter it you
will find tethered there a colt on which no one has ridden. Untie it and bring it back. °If anyone says to you,
‘Why are you doing that?’ say, ‘The Rabbi needs it, but will send it back very soon.”

“So they went off, and finding a colt tethered out on the street near a gate, they untied it. °Some of the
bystanders said to them, “What do you mean by untying that colt?” 5They answered as Jesus had told them to,
and the people let them take it.

"They brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks across its back, and he sat on it. ®Many people spread
their cloaks on the road, while others spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields. °And everyone
around Jesus, in front or in back of him, cried out,

“Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God!

19BJessed is the coming reign of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest!”

1Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the Temple precincts. He inspected everything there, but since it was
already late in the afternoon, he went out to Bethany accompanied by the Twelve.”

The Gospel of the Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!

BLESSING OF PALMS

God be with you!
And also with you!

Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king

by those who spread garments and branches along his way.

Bless these branches and those who carry them.

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,

so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you;

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Let us go forth in peace
in the name of Christ! Amen!



You are invited to wave your palms and process through your house if you so desire,

as we join in the hymn, “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW # 344
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in  cho-rus make re - ply.

our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.

To  you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel -0 - dy we

raise.

great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢, 760-821; . John Mason Neale, |8518-1566, ali.
Music: VALET WILL ICH IR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 13384=1633

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!

The immeasurable grace of Christ Jesus, the rich mercy of God, and the unity of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.

And also with you!



Cantata

""Come, Touch the Robe"
Encounters with the Healer, the Servant, the Lord of Easter

by Pepper Choplin, orchestrated by Stan Pethel

Music Director: Liz Frohrip
Flute: Lisa Aschen Oboe: Kristin Kall Drums: Frank Dukenski

Reader: Rich Lansing

Choir:
Bass: Bert Andren, Rich Kenyon, Rich Norell
Alto: Jean Larson, Denise Bukovan, Janet Swanson
Tenor: Dick Bellows, Ron Schelegel, Bruce Tomasko, Steve Kuczo

Soprano: Carey Andren, Anita Papp, Christiane Wolfe, Liz Bales, Sandra Brown

Narration 1: The healing of the woman with a hemorrhage
Chorus: Come, Touch the Robe

Narration 2: The Transfiguration
Chorus: Shine On, Great Savior

Narration 3: The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
Chorus: Hosanna in the Streets

As you become familiar with the refrain, please join the choir:
Hosanna, hosanna! He is the king of Israel
Hosanna, hosanna, blessed is he who comes.
Hosanna, hosanna! He is the king of Israel

Hosanna, hosanna, blessed is he who comes.....
in the name of the Lord.

Narration 4: Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet
Chorus: Wash Their Feet

Narration 5: Jesus Is Tried and Tormented
Chorus: King of Suffering

Narration 6: The Soldiers Crucify Jesus
Chorus: Soldiers of the Cross

Narration 7: Jesus Is Laid in a Tomb
Chorus: O Death, Where is Your Sting?

Narration 8: Jesus Will Come Again



HYMN OF THE DAY The Palms

Refrain:

Refrain:

Refrain:

O’er all the way green palms and blossoms gay
Are strewn this day in festive preparation,
Where Jesus comes, to wipe our tears away,

E'en now the throng to welcome Him prepare.

Join all and sing His name declare,
Let ev'ry voice resound with acclamation,
Hosanna! Praised be the Lord!

Bless Him, who cometh to bring us salvation!

His word goes forth, and people by its might
Once more their freedom gain from degradation,
Humanity doth give to each his right,

While those in darkness find restored the light.

Join all and sing His name declare,
Let ev'ry voice resound with acclamation,
Hosanna! Praised be the Lord!

Bless Him, who cometh to bring us salvation!

Sing and rejoice, O blest Jerusalem,
Of all thy sons sing the emancipation,
Thro’ boundless love, the Christ of Bethlehem

Brings faith the hope to thee forevermore.

Join all and sing His name declare,
Let ev'ry voice resound with acclamation,
Hosanna! Praised be the Lord!

Bless Him, who cometh to bring us salvation!

Jean Baptiste Faure



Thanksgiving

OFFERING
Leader:

Jesus, you said, “Give, and it will be given to you...
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

Give us the confidence to cheerfully give our tithes & offerings of time, talent & treasure
to your work in this place, trusting that you will provide abundantly for all our needs.
We pray this in the power of your Spirit. Amen

Leader:

In response to God’s grace, it is our joy to return to God our tithes and offerings.
Although our building at 3160 Park Avenue in Bridgeport, CT is closed at present,
our financial obligations continue and we are dependent upon your generosity.

If you are watching and are part of another faith community,

we encourage you to give your tithes to your own church first,

and, if in addition to that, you would like to support our work here at Salem,

we would be most grateful.

Simply go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate”
or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page.




OFFERTORY HYMN We Are an Offering

ELW # 692

Words and Music by
Dwight Liles
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CCLI Song # 16220
© 1984 Curb Word Music
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11092038
Leader:
Let us pray.

(a brief silence)
God of all love and all power,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us —
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of the One who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Leader:
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful,
we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.
Individual worshipers are invited to read aloud petitions as moved by the Spirit.

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness.

By your Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak,

that we sustain the weary with the message of your redemption.

We pray for our mission partners,

especially today for our Southern CT conference, the New England Synod and Region 7,

and for our Salem members and families, especially those celebrating their birthdays this week:
Bert Andren, Kristen Ladue, Miles Wilkins, Sarah Murphy, Carissa Gulyas, and Grace Dukenski.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, heal the earth.

In this month of April 2020 as we observe the 50" anniversary of earth day,

use this time of disruption to our normal busy lives when we are driving less & conserving more, for good.
Cleanse the air, cleanse the water, and cleanse the soil.

Teach us to cherish and treasure this beautiful planet.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn inward in self-interest.

Use this time of disruption to open our eyes to inequities and injustice in our society.

Help us to remember that in protecting our neighbors, we protect ourselves.

Renew our commitment to strive for justice and peace in our communities, state, nation & world.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, send your saving help to all who work on the front lines in health care & as first responders.
Protect those who are healthy, heal those who are ill & allow the dying to be surrounded by those they love.

We pray especially for Barbara, Katie, Jerry, Andrea, Audry, Diane, Dolores, Dawn, Eron, Grace, Hazel, Jacob,
Jana, Katherine, Liz, Maria, Martha, Reinie, Ron, Sarah, Steve, and all we name in our hearts.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, we pray for all congregations and their pastors, musicians, and technological support people
as they meet the challenge to make Holy Week worship meaningful despite the inability to gather physically.
Connect all of your people to you and to each other.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life.

With all your witnesses in heaven and on earth, especially those saints whom we commemorate this day:
Albrecht Durer, Matthias Griinewald, Lucas Cranach, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Mikael Agricola,

and all those we name in our hearts, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection & our hope.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The pastor concludes:
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers
as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen



BLESSING

Sending

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. Amen

SENDING HYMN

O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us

ELW # 431
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Text: Delores Duftner, osi, b. 1939
Music: ALL SAINTS NEW, Henry S. Cutler, 1824—1902
Text @ 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, [L 60638, www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Leader: Go in peace. Be of good cheer. Christ has overcome the world! Thanks be to God!

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER REQUESTS, THANKSGIVINGS, GOD-SIGHTINGS
Please email announcements, prayer requests, thanksgivings and God-sightings
to the Church Office at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net so they can be distributed to the congregation.
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Announcements

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
our building at 3160 Park Avenue has been closed until further notice
and in-person worship and meetings cancelled.

Pastor Marjo and our Office Manager, Karl, will be working primarily from their homes.
Pastor Marjo plans to come in on Sundays to stream worship
and Karl plans to come in once a week
to take care of tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely.

For now worship will be streamed from the sanctuary via FaceBookL.ive
at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.
Please join us!
If you can provide any technological assistance,
please text or call Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441.
If you can’t watch at 9:30 Sundays,
the video will be saved to Facebook so you can watch it later.

Both the Sunday bulletin & the sermon will be available on our website

at SalemBridgeport.org under the ‘Resources’ tab

Our Holy Week Schedule this week is as follows:
Maundy Thursday — we’ll be joining Our Saviour’s in Fairfield, CT online
Good Friday — we plan to have our own online service, featuring a reading of the Passion
Easter — we’ll be joining Bethesda Lutheran Church in New Haven, CT online
Details for these services will be emailed to you and posted on our website and FB page.

If your Salem committee or group would like to meet via Zoom,
please contact Karl by emailing him at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net
or by leaving a message on the church phone, 203-336-3300.

Even though the building is closed, our financial obligations continue.
We encourage you to continue to support Salem as generously as you can.
Also, in order to protect our staff and volunteers from having to spend time in the building,
handling cash and checks, we strongly urge you to make your donations online.
Just click on the donate tab at SalemBridgeport.org, and follow the instructions.
It takes less than 5 minutes the first time
and you can set it up for automatic payments if you want.

If you need help accessing Facebook or our website or donating online,
please call Karl so we can get you the help you need.

And if you need pastoral care — even just to talk —
please don’t hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441.
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