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Gathering 
 

WELCOME 

 

 
OPENING SONG The Heart of Worship   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-Zp586pvZg 

 

  1. When the music fades, all is stripped away, and I simply come; 

   longing just to bring something that’s of worth that will bless Your heart. 

 

Refrain A: I’ll bring You more than a song, for a song in itself is not what You have required. 

   You search much deeper within through the way things appear; You’re looking into my heart. 

 

Refrain B: I’m coming back to the heart of worship, and it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus.   

   I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it, when it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus. 

 

  2. King of endless worth, no one could express how much You deserve. 

   Though I ‘m weak and poor, all I have is Yours, ev’ry single breath.  (Refrain A & B) 

 

Refrain B: I’m coming back to the heart of worship, and it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus.   

   I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it, when it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus,  

   …all about You…..   

 

 Coda: I’ll bring You more than a song, I’ll bring You more than a song, more than a song. 

   I’ll bring You more than a song, I’ll bring You more than a song, more than a song. 

   You’re looking into my heart, looking into my heart. 

   You’re looking into my heart, looking into my heart. 

   I’ll bring You more than a song, I’ll bring You more than a song. 

   I’ll bring You more than a song, I’ll bring You more than a song. 

 

 

Words and Music by Matt Redman; c 1997 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music/ PRS,  

 administered in the Western Hemisphere by EMI Christian Music Publishing,  

101 Winners Circle, PO Box 5085, Brentwood, TN  37024-5085 

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI # 11092038. 

 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!   

And also with you! 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.    

(a brief silence)  

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.  

By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-Zp586pvZg


 

 

Word 
 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

 “13:1Later that day, Jesus left the house and sat down by the lake shore.  2Such great crowds gathered that he 

went and took a seat in a boat, while the crowd stood along the shore.  3He addressed them at length in parables:  

“One day, a farmer went out sowing seed.  4Some of the seed landed on a footpath, where birds came and ate it 

up.  5Some of the seed fell on rocky ground, where there was little soil.  This seed sprouted at once since the soil 

had no depth, 6but when the sun rose and scorched it, it withered away for lack of roots.  7Again, some of the 

seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it.  8And some of it landed on good soil, and yielded 

a crop thirty, sixty, even a hundred times what was sown.  9Let those who have ears to hear, hear this!”… 
 

18“Now listen to the parable of the sower.  19When people hear the message about the kindom of God without 

understanding it, the Evil One comes along and snatches away what was sown in their hearts.  This is the seed 

sown along the path.  20Those who received the seed that fell on rocky ground are the ones who hear the word 

and at first welcome it with joy.  21But they have no roots, so they last only for a while.  When some setback or 

persecution comes because of the message, they quickly fall away.  22Those who receive the message that fell 

among the thorns are the ones who hear the word, but then worldly anxieties and the lure of wealth choke it off, 

and the message produces no fruit.  23But those who receive the seed that fell on rich soil are those who hear the 

message and understand it.  They produce a crop that yields a hundred, or sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life!   Thanks be to God! 

 

 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS FOR A GUIDED DISCUSSION 
 

What are the 4 places where the seeds fell? 

When seeds fall on the path in your life, what are the birds that come and eat them up? 

How deep is your soil?  What keeps your roots from growing?  What causes your faith to wither? 

What are the thorns in your life that prevent your growing into the fullness God desires for you? 

Describe your relationship to God/Jesus/the Spirit.  Are you satisfied with it?  Are you growing in it?   

Do you want more? 

What are the nutrients that feed your relationship with God?  What waters it?  What provides light for it? 

What can we as church do to help you grow in your relationship with God? 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Let us affirm our faith together. 
 

I believe it is a matter of faith to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves.  
 

I believe it is a matter of faith to recognize the equality of all members of God’s human family,  

to offer thanks & praise for God’s beautiful gift of diversity, and to love people of every race, culture, 

creed, class, age, ability, gender, sexual orientation and marital status.   
 

I believe Jesus Christ came to us to free all people from sin and to make disciples –  

people willing to live Christ’s discipline of love and justice for all. 
 

I believe the Holy Spirit is that power within us  

that gives us courage and stamina to face the truth and to live it, even to die for it, as Jesus died. 
 

I believe in the resurrection, the victory over death, the truth that is life for all in Jesus’ name. 

Glory be to God, the Three-in-One and One-in-Three:   

Life Giver, Pain Bearer and Sustaining Power of Love.   Amen 



 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Jesus, you said, “Give & it will be given to you… for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 

Give us the confidence to cheerfully give our tithes and offerings of time, talent and treasure  

to your work in this place, trusting that you will provide abundantly for all our needs.  

We pray this in the power of your Spirit.  Amen 

 

OFFERING 
 

To give online to Salem,  

go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate”  

or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program  

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page.  

 

OFFERTORY SONG Let Your Living Water  

https://youtu.be/OrYmIXiB2dQ 
 

Let Your living water flow over my soul Let Your Holy Spirit come and take control 

Of every situation that has troubled my mind All my cares and burdens onto You I roll 
 

Jesus Jesus Jesus (Sing to the Father!)  Father Father Father (Holy Spirit!)  Spirit Spirit Spirit 
 

Let Your living water flow over my soul  Let Your Holy Spirit come and take control 

Of every situation that has troubled my mind All my cares and burdens onto You I roll 
 

Jesus Jesus Jesus (Sing to the Father!)  Father Father Father (Oh, Precious Spirit!)  Spirit Spirit Spirit 
 

Come now Holy Spirit and take control Hold me in Your loving arms and make me whole 

Wipe away all doubt and fear and take my pride Draw me to Your love and keep me by Your side 
 

Jesus Jesus Jesus   Father Father Father   Spirit Spirit Spirit 
 

Give your life to Jesus let Him fill your soul (fill your soul)  

Let Him take you in His arms and make you whole (make you whole) 

As you give your life to Him He'll set you free (you free)You will live and reign with Him eternally 
 

Jesus Jesus Jesus (Let it flow to the Father!)  Father Father Father (Precious Spirit!)  Spirit Spirit Spirit 
 

Let Your living water flow over my soul Let Your Holy Spirit come and take control 

Of every situation that has troubled my mind All my cares and burdens onto You I roll 
 

CCLI Song # 70572 

John Watson © 1983 Ampelos Music 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

Streamed with permission under CCLI License # 11092038 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.   

(a brief silence)    

God of all love and all power, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us —  

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of the One who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

https://youtu.be/OrYmIXiB2dQ
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God.” to which you are invited to respond, “Your mercy is great.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

& lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom & the power & the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Sending 
 

BLESSING 

 

SENDING SONG Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil from “Take a Breath” by A Bunch of Guys 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, break the stone away.  

When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 

Text © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

© 1985 Changing Church Forum, Inc. 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Song # 806698 Reprinted/Streamed with permission under CCLI License # 11092038. 

 

Meal 
 

COMMUNION 
 

God be with you!   And also with you! 

Open your hearts! We open them to God and one another! 

Let us give thanks to the God of all! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed.  

Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen 
 

The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in divine grace!   Amen!  
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace, and tend your spiritual garden that God may produce abundant fruits in you!  

Thanks be to God! 



 

 

 



 

 

Hello, Friends of Scouting!  Here is the shirt that is for sale for our Boy Scout Troop fundraiser.  The shirts are 

$25 each, made of wick material which is cool and quick drying.  Special design and color (School bus yellow) 

commemorates this year of school closings due to the pandemic.  Available in men’s sizes XS to 4XL.   Please 

make checks out to Boy Scout Troop 103 and give to Bruce Tomasko or Wes Murphy or leave in the Boy Scout 

mailbox outside the church office, or mail to Troop 103, c/o Salem.  Make sure you include the desired size(s) 

in the memo section on your check.  Orders due by 7/28.  A minimum of 12 is needed by the congregation for 

this project proceed.     

 

                 
 

 

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 Sunday, July 12, 2020 

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First World War,  

Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship principles, 

 and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 

 

Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 Friday, July 17, 2020 

A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the military.  

Granted a large estate with indigenous slaves, he freed them after he was ordained a priest.  

He worked in the Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives of the native peoples. 

 

CREDITS  

Parts of this liturgy are reproduced from: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  

All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25794. 

Scripture passages may be from the New Revised Standard Version, The Message, or The Inclusive Bible 



 

 

Announcements 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,  

our buildings have been closed until further notice  

and indoor in-person worship and meetings cancelled. 

 

Even though our church buildings are closed, if we can help in any way,  

please know that you can still call the church office at 203-330-3300  

& leave a message & your message will be picked up remotely & your call returned.   

Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441 

or Jeanette at 203.336.6778. 

 

Pastor Marjo and Salem’s Office Manager, Karl,  

will be working primarily from their homes but generally come in once a week  

to take care of tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP FOR SALEM AND GENESIS WILL BE AS FOLLOWS: 

9:30 Worship in the Picnic Grove, weather permitting. 

If light or moderate rain, we’ll have a drive-in service. 

If a serious storm, we’ll meet online via Zoom   

 

No matter what the format, we plan to worship at 9:30 on Sunday mornings,  

and to stream via Facebook Life.   

On Sundays where the service is pre-recorded in the sanctuary 

 it will also be streamed on YouTube.  

Please join us! 

 

If you can’t watch at 9:30 Sundays,  

video worship services will be saved to Facebook and YouTube  

so you can watch them later. 

Closed Captioning will be provided as available.   

For help turning on Captioning contact Karl or Pastor Marjo. 

 

Coffee Hour, Bible Study, meetings and other events are being held online via Zoom. 

Just go to our website at SalemBridgeport.org,  

click on the Resources tab, then on Calendar.   

On the calendar just find the day and click on the event  

& a zoom invitation will appear. 

Sometimes you may have to click on “(+2 more)”  

in order to see additional events that don’t fit in the calendar square.   

 

If your Salem committee or group would like to meet via Zoom, please contact Karl  

by emailing him at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net  

or by leaving a message on the church phone, 203-336-3300 

mailto:salemsec123@sbcglobal.net

