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Gathering 
 

 

GATHERING SONG The Presence of the Lord Is Here by Kurt Carr 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OpO6EL2kbM as sung by Byron Cage 

 

The presence of the Lord is here 

The presence of the Lord is here 

I feel it in the atmosphere 

The presence of the Lord is here 

The presence of the Lord is here 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is here 

The Spirit of the Lord is here 

I feel it in the atmosphere 

The Spirit of the Lord is here 

The Spirit of the Lord is here 

 

The power of the Lord is here 

The power of the Lord is here 

I feel it in the atmosphere 

The power of the Lord is here 

The power of the Lord is here 

 

Ev'rybody blow the trumpet 

And sound the alarm 

Because the Lord is in His temple 

Let ev'rybody bow 

Let all the people praise Him now 

The Lord is here 

 

A blessing from the Lord is here 

A blessing from the Lord is here 

I feel it in the atmosphere 

A blessing from the Lord is here 

A blessing from the Lord is here 

 

I can feel the presence of the Lord 

And I'm gonna get  

my blessing right now 

 

The presence of the Lord is here 

CCLI Song # 4048668 

© 2003 KCartunes Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
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WELCOME 

 

Marjo: 

In the name of Jesus, welcome to worship!   

We are glad to have those of you worshipping with us right here in the picnic grove 

and we are glad to have those of you out there in cyberspace worshipping with us via Facebook Live! 
 

I’m Pastor Marjo Anderson of Salem Lutheran Church in Bridgeport, CT in the United States.   

While our building here at 3160 Park Avenue is closed at present,  

you can find us at our website:  www.SalemBridgeport.org , 

on our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/SalemBridgeport ,  

and on our YouTube Channel: Salem Lutheran Church, Bridgeport, CT. 
 

Links to the worship bulletin with the order of service, to our donate page, and to other resources  

are included on our website at SalemBridgeport.org/Live and on our Facebook page. 
 

Over these months of the pandemic Salem has been worshipping primarily on Facebook and YouTube,  

and we’ve also had a zoom worship, and 2 drive-in worship services,  

including one with Genesis and New Direction Ministries. 

 

Jeanette: 

And I’m Jeanette Harris, Lay Licensed Minister of Genesis Gospel Café at 1475 Noble Ave here in Bridgeport.   
 

This summer Genesis and Salem will be worshipping together here in the picnic grove,  

weather permitting.   

If there is light to moderate rain, we will have a drive-in service. 

And in case of a big storm, we will have worship via Zoom. 
 

Today as we gather in person, please remember that while you may not feel at risk for Covid-19, 

the person next to you may be very much at risk or may feel that they are  

but they may be uncomfortable telling you, 

so please, wear a mask and make sure it covers your nose and mouth,  

and maintain a minimum of 6’ from anyone with whom you do not live. 
 

Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel.  

The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life.  

He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the waters of our baptism.  

Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid fear, injustice, and oppression.   

We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend the invitation to enter the gate of abundant life! 
 

We are so glad you have joined us for worship this day! 

We are blessed by the presence of each and every one of you who is here with us physically and by the many 

more who are joining us online.   

Thank you fo coming here to give praise and thanks to God, and to witness to God’s love and power! 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!   

And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death.  

Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house. 

We pray in the name of Jesus and by the power of the Spirit.  Amen   
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Word 
 

GOSPEL:  John 10:1-10 

 

[Jesus said:]  1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 

another way is a thief and a bandit.  2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  3The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.  He calls his own sheep by name and leads 

them out.  4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 

know his voice.  5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 

voice of strangers.”  6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying 

to them. 

 

 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  8All who came before me are 

thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.  9I am the gate.  Whoever enters by me will be saved, 

and will come in and go out and find pasture.  10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that 

they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

 

Word of God, Word of life!  

Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 

MESSAGE  

 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

Let us affirm our faith together. 

 

I believe it is a matter of faith to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves.  

 

I believe it is a matter of faith to recognize the equality of all members of God’s human family,  

to offer thanks & praise for God’s beautiful gift of diversity, and to love people of every race, culture, 

creed, class, age, ability, gender, sexual orientation and marital status.   

 

I believe Jesus Christ came to us to free all people from sin and to make disciples –  

people willing to live Christ’s discipline of love and justice for all. 

 

I believe the Holy Spirit is that power within us  

that gives us courage and stamina to face the truth and to live it, even to die for it, as Jesus died. 

 

I believe in the resurrection, the victory over death, the truth that is life for all in Jesus’ name. 

Glory be to God, the Three-in-One and One-in-Three:   

Life Giver, Pain Bearer and Sustaining Power of Love.   

 

 Amen 

 



 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Jesus, you said, “Give & it will be given to you…  

for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

 

Give us the confidence to cheerfully give  

our tithes and offerings of time, talent and treasure  

to your work in this place,  

trusting that you will provide abundantly for all our needs.  

We pray this in the power of your Spirit.   

Amen 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

To give to Genesis, go to Venmo .. 

 

To give online to Salem,  

go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate”  

or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program  

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page.  

 

 

 

OFFERTORY SONG  

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

Let us pray.   

 

(a brief silence)    

 

God of all love and all power, 

 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us —  

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of the One who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen 
 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church.  

Enrich the work of teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and faculty at colleges, seminaries, and learning sites 

We pray for our mission partners, especially today for food pantries and community suppers  

at Golden Hill United Methodist church and elsewhere,  

& for Salem members & families, especially those celebrating birthdays: Teresa Roehrich, Dick Bellows, 

Jonathan Baronavski, Paul Baronavski, Jr, Kevyn Jackman, Anita Papp, Lisette Vazquez, and Dolores Kuczo. 

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 

Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm equipment,  

for those who plant and harvest crops, for local farmers’ markets,  

and for those involved in agriculture of any kind.  Strengthen their hands as they feed the world.  

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 

Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your paths of righteousness  

and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways,  

so that all may have the opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably.  

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 

Comforting God, you carry us tenderly.  

We pray for those who walk through dark valleys overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering, 

especially Barbara, Jerry, Andrea, Audry, Diane, Dolores, Dawn, Grace, Hazel, Jacob, Jana, Katherine, Liz, 

Maria, Martha, Ron, Sarah, Steve, and all we name in our hearts.  

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 

Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry.  

Bless advocacy work, food pantries, and feeding ministries,  

especially the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport’s FEED programs.   

May none of our neighbors lack for basic needs.  

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice;  

and you have called them by name and guided them to your side in death.  

We thank you for their lives of faithful witness.  

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

& lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom & the power & the glory forever and ever.  Amen 



 

 

Sending 
 

BLESSING 

 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   

 

Amen 

 

 

SENDING SONG My Life Is in You, Lord by Daniel Gardner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmZZr5NASu0 

 

My life is in You Lord, My strength is in You Lord, My hope is in You Lord, In You it's in You 

My life is in You Lord, My strength is in You Lord, My hope is in You Lord, In You it's in You 

 

I will praise You With all of my life, I will praise You With all of my strength 

With all of my life, With all of my strength, All of my hope is in You 

 

CCLI Song # 17315 

© 1986 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 11092038 

 

Meal 
 

 

COMMUNION 

 

God be with you!   And also with you! 

Open your hearts! We open them to God and one another! 

Let us give thanks to the God of all! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed.  

Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen 

 

The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in divine grace!   Amen!  

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace – and find in Jesus the amazing, awesome, abundant life of the Spirit! 

 

Thanks be to God! 
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Hello, Friends of Scouting!  Here is the shirt that is for sale for our Boy Scout Troop fundraiser.  The shirts are 

$25 each, made of wick material which is cool and quick drying.  Special design and color (School bus yellow) 

commemorates this year of school closings due to the pandemic.  Available in men’s sizes XS to 4XL.   Please 

make checks out to Boy Scout Troop 103 and give to Bruce Tomasko or Wes Murphy or leave in the Boy Scout 

mailbox outside the church office, or mail to Troop 103, c/o Salem.  Make sure you include the desired size(s) 

in the memo section on your check.  Orders due by 7/28.  A minimum of 12 is needed by the congregation for 

this project proceed.     

 

                 
 

 

 

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Mary Magdalene, Apostle Wednesday, July 22, 2020 

 

Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her encounter with the risen Lord,  

Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his ministry.  

She was present at Jesus' crucifixion and his burial. 

 

 

Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373 Thursday, July 23, 2020 

 

Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters.  

Widowed at age thirty-eight, she gave all that she owned to the poor,  

and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a woman.  

Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 

 

 

James, Apostle Saturday, July 25, 2020 

 

James and John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call from Jesus.  

James was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only one recorded in scripture 

(Acts 12:1-2). 



 

 

Announcements 

 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,  

our buildings have been closed until further notice  

and indoor in-person worship and meetings cancelled. 

 

Even though our church buildings are closed, if we can help in any way,  

please know that you can still call the church office at 203-330-3300  

& leave a message & your message will be picked up remotely & your call returned.   

Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441 

or Jeanette at 203.336.6778. 

 

Pastor Marjo and Salem’s Office Manager, Karl,  

will be working primarily from their homes but generally come in once a week  

to take care of tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP FOR SALEM AND GENESIS WILL BE AS FOLLOWS: 

9:30 Worship in the Picnic Grove, weather permitting. 

If light or moderate rain, we’ll have a drive-in service. 

If a serious storm, we’ll meet online via Zoom   

 

No matter what the format, we plan to worship at 9:30 on Sunday mornings,  

and to stream via Facebook Life.   

On Sundays where the service is pre-recorded in the sanctuary 

 it will also be streamed on YouTube.  

Please join us! 

 

If you can’t watch at 9:30 Sundays,  

video worship services will be saved to Facebook and YouTube  

so you can watch them later. 

Closed Captioning will be provided as available.   

For help turning on Captioning contact Karl or Pastor Marjo. 

 

Coffee Hour, Bible Study, meetings and other events are being held online via Zoom. 

Just go to our website at SalemBridgeport.org,  

click on the Resources tab, then on Calendar.   

On the calendar just find the day and click on the event  

& a zoom invitation will appear. 

Sometimes you may have to click on “(+2 more)”  

in order to see additional events that don’t fit in the calendar square.   

 

If your Salem committee or group would like to meet via Zoom, please contact Karl  

by emailing him at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net  

or by leaving a message on the church phone, 203-336-3300 

mailto:salemsec123@sbcglobal.net

