
   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 A Reconciling in Christ  

 (Open and Affirming) congregation of the  

 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

 

 

 

The Reverend Marjo Anderson, 

Pastor 

marjoanderson@aol.com 

203-982-3441 (cell) 

 

Karl Kraft, Office Manager 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 
Jennifer Reyes and Pablo Cruz, 

Sextons 

jen92979@optimum.net 

203-455-7583 

 

 

3160 Park Avenue,  

Bridgeport, CT  06604 

Telephone:  203-336-3300; 

Fax:  203-336-8813      

 

 

www.salembridgeport.org 

 

www.facebook.com/salembridgeport 

 

YouTube  

Salem Lutheran Church,  

Bridgeport CT 

 

 

Jeanette Harris,  

Lay Licensed Minister 

jharris524@yahoo.com 

203.336.6778  (cell) 

 

Parish Hall  

1475 Noble Avenue  

Bridgeport, CT 06610 

 

 

 
 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

9:30 AM 2 August 2020 

 

in the Salem Picnic Grove 
 

 

GENESIS GOSPEL CAFÉ 

Sunday Worship 

and 

Monthly Saturday  

Inner-View Chat & Chew 

mailto:marjoanderson@aol.com
mailto:salemsec123@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jen92979@optimum.net
http://www.salembridgeport.org/
http://www.facebook.com/salembridgeport
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBYF4_8n0gvDe5TzaakD1cQ
mailto:jharris524@yahoo.com


 

 

WELCOME 

 

Marjo: 

In the name of Jesus, welcome to worship!   

We are glad to have those of you worshipping with us right here in the picnic grove 

and we are glad to have those of you out there in cyberspace worshipping with us via Facebook Live! 

 

I’m Pastor Marjo Anderson of Salem Lutheran Church in Bridgeport, CT in the United States.   

While our building here at 3160 Park Avenue is closed at present,  

you can find us at our website:  www.SalemBridgeport.org , 

on our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/SalemBridgeport ,  

and on our YouTube Channel: Salem Lutheran Church, Bridgeport, CT. 

 

Links to the worship bulletin with the order of service, to our donate page, and to other resources  

are included on our website at SalemBridgeport.org/Live and on our Facebook page. 

 

Over these months of the pandemic Salem has been worshipping primarily on Facebook and YouTube,  

and we’ve also had a zoom worship, and 2 drive-in worship services,  

including one with Genesis and New Direction Ministries. 

 

Jeanette: 

And I’m Jeanette Harris, Lay Licensed Minister of Genesis Gospel Café at 1475 Noble Ave here in 

Bridgeport.   

 

This summer Genesis and Salem will be worshipping together here in the picnic grove,  

weather permitting.   

If there is light to moderate rain, we will have a drive-in service. 

And in case of a big storm, we will have worship via Zoom. 

 

Today as we gather in person, please remember that while you may not feel at risk for Covid-19, 

the person next to you may be very much at risk or may feel that they are  

but they may be uncomfortable telling you, 

so please, wear a mask and make sure it covers your nose and mouth,  

and maintain a minimum of 6’ from anyone with whom you do not live. 

 

Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel.  

The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life.  

He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the waters of our baptism.  

Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid fear, injustice, and oppression.   

We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend the invitation to enter the gate of abundant life! 

 

We are so glad you have joined us for worship this day! 

We are blessed by the presence of each and every one of you who is here with us physically and by the 

many more who are joining us online.   

Thank you fo coming here to give praise and thanks to God, and to witness to God’s love and power! 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he 

went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was 

evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 

away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not 

go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two 

fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking 

the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was 

left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 

women and children. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER, OFFERING, AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

To give to Genesis, find Genesis Gospel Café on your Venmo app. 
 

To give online to Salem, go to the menu on our website  

at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate”  

or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program  

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page.  

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC Stand Still and Let God Move 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lA5cQ5rEFc 

Worship SONGS Lyrics 
 

The Father has a plan, though it's hard to see it now. You f eel you're walking all alone, but He is there no doubt. 
 

When the storm around you rages and you're tossed to and fro,  

when you're faced with life's decisions, not sure which way to go, 
 

Stand still and let God move!  Standing still is hard to do. 

When you feel you have reached the end, He'll make a way for you.  Stand still and let God move! 
 

When the enemy surrounds you and the walls are closing in, 

when the tide is swiftly rising and you wonder where He's been, 

Friend, there never was a moment that His arms weren't reaching out. 

You can rest assured and be secure, God is moving right now. 
 

When you feel you have reached the end, He'll make a way for you.  Stand still and let God move! 

The answer will come but only in His time.  Stand still and let God move!  Stand still and let God move! 

 
PRAYERS 

*for our mission partners, especially today for New Direction Ministries & Christ Presbyterian Church Fairfield 

*for Salem and Genesis Café members & families, especially those celebrating birthdays: Christine Larson, 

Janice Lansing, Bryan DeWalt, and Morgan Danowski.   

*for those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind especially Barbara, Jerry, Andrea, Audry, Diane, Dolores, 

Dawn, Grace, Hazel, Jacob, Jana, Katherine, Liz, Maria, Martha, Ron, Sarah, Steve & all we name in our hearts.  

 

COMMUNION 

God be with you!   And also with you! 

Open your hearts! We open them to God and one another! 

Let us give thanks to the God of all! It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed.  

Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen 
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Announcements 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our buildings have been closed until further notice and indoor in-person 

worship and meetings cancelled.  Pastor Marjo and Salem’s Office Manager, Karl, work primarily from their 

homes but generally come in once a week to take care of tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely.  Even 

though our church buildings are closed, if we can help in any way, please know that you can still call Salem’s 

church office at 203-330-3300 and leave a message and your message will be picked up remotely and your call 

returned.  Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441 or Jeanette at 203.336.6778.   
 

We are all so grateful!  Genesis is grateful to be sharing space with Salem for worship this summer as their 

parking lot is no longer available during their worship time.  Salem is grateful for the use of Genesis’ portable 

sound system for our outdoor worship and for the technical help of Jeanette and her son, Lonnell Lawson, for 

running the system.  Salem is also grateful for the use of 2 different sets of sound equipment belonging to New 

Direction Ministries – 1 set for our drive-in service, and 1 set for our prerecorded services – and for Pastor 

Simmonds’ continuing help in setting it up.   
 

Summer Worship through Labor Day for Salem and for Genesis will be at 9:30 in the Picnic Grove, weather 

permitting.  If light or moderate rain, we’ll have a drive-in service.  If a serious storm, we’ll meet online via 

Zoom.  No matter what the format we use for the rest of the summer or the fall, we plan to stream via Facebook 

Live.  On Sundays where the service is pre-recorded in the sanctuary it will also be streamed on YouTube.  If 

you can’t watch at 9:30 Sundays, video worship services will be saved to Facebook and posted on YouTube so 

you can watch them later.  Closed Captioning will be provided when available.  For help turning on Captioning 

contact Karl or Pastor Marjo.   
 

Salem and Genesis members and friends, don’t forget to join us for our virtual coffee hour on zoom!  

Even though we are having outdoor worship this summer please be aware that there is still online zoom coffee 

hour at 10:30ish.  Pastor Marjo will join as soon as she can after worship but you needn’t wait for her.  Link is 

HERE and also on the calendar on our website, salembridgeport.org, under “Resources”.  Folks at home can 

join in of course, and those at worship can join in via the zoom app on their smart phone right from the picnic 

grove or even on their drive home (safe driving mode hides video but you can still talk and hear).   
 

Health and Safety for those we love – and that means YOU!  As we are working very hard to cooperate with 

city officials and health departments to keep Covid levels low in our state, please remember that unless there is 

a special need to meet in person, coffee hour, Bible study, meetings and events will continue to be online 

only.  Safety protocols (in line with CDC, ELCA, government, health department, and insurance guidelines for 

all Salem groups and functions) will continue to be recommended by Salem’s Health and Safety Team (Carol 

Lansing, Eileen Anderson, Dale Danowski, Liz Bales, Nancy Kidwell, and Pastor Marjo) and approved by 

Salem’s Executive Committee or Council.  Even though economic necessity has forced some reopening of 

businesses, we are in actual fact no safer from the virus now than we were back in March when everything shut 

down.  PLEASE – no matter how safe YOU feel, out of love for one another, wear a mask and physically 

distance from one another.  Thank you!   
 

Need help finding a Salem zoom meeting or need to set one up?  Just go to our website at 

SalemBridgeport.org, click on the Resources tab, then on Calendar.  On the calendar just find the day and click 

on the event and a zoom invitation will appear.  Sometimes you may have to click on “(+2 more)” in order to 

see additional vents that don’t fit in the calendar square.   If your Salem committee or group would like to meet 

via Zoom, please contact Karl by emailing him at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net or by leaving a message on the 

church phone, 203-336-3300. 
 

Technology have you stumped?  If you’d like some (VERY BASIC!) technology help – like accessing zoom 

on your iphone, tablet, or pc, or downloading and using the Venmo or Cash app, or anything else, please speak 

with Pastor Marjo or call or email Karl.   

 

 

https://zoom.us/s/92750672480
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Ebony and Ivory?  Wonder why some of your friends are saying “Black Lives Matter” when obviously all 

lives matter? Wonder why when we have anti-racism laws, people keep talking about “systemic” or “structural 

racism”? Wonder why the church is so focused on this issue? If you’re looking for answers to these and other 

questions, here are some great ways to learn: 
 

1.  Read the 2019 Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent & its accompanying Explanation at 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Slavery_Apology_Explanation.pdf?_ga=2.119362

624.853575714.1565027421-1958052405.1536241629 or go to ELCA.org, scroll down to “Resources”, scroll 

down to “Racial Justice”, and click on the Declaration to read and/or download.   
 

2.  Listen to this video lecture by Tom Skinner:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvKQx4ycTmA . 

It gives a much more detailed history of slavery in this country than we ever received in our history classes at 

school, and explains how it was the issue of slavery that created the divide between mainline and evangelical 

Christians. 
 

3.  Join the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport for the last two weeks of an insightful series, “The 

Color of Compromise”, every other Thursday evening this summer (8/13 and 8/27) from 7:30-9:00 as we watch 

enlightening video clips and engage in meaningful discussion.  The book and series outlines the history of how 

the American churches helped create and continue to maintain racist ideas and practices and outlines the kind of 

bold action needed to forge a future of equality and justice, including concrete solutions for improved race 

relations in a racially inclusive church.  To register, go to https://ccgb.salsalabs.org/summerseries/index.html or 

go to ccgb.org, scroll down to “Don't miss the Anti-Racism Summer Series” & click “Register”.  For more 

information about this video series, watch this introduction by Jamar Tisby:  

Https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNmm9cvmxmY  Salem has a few copies of the book, so if you would 

like to borrow one, please speak with Pastor Marjo.   
 

4.  Read the book, Dear Church:  a Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in 

the US by Lenny Duncan.  There have been many explanations for the church’s decline, but Duncan sees a 

direct correlation between the church’s lack of diversity and its lack of vitality.  Part manifesto, part confession, 

and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the future of the ELCA and the rest of mainline 

Protestant Christianity and calls everyone – leaders and laity alike – to the front lines of the church’s renewal 

through racial equality and justice.  Salem has a few copies of the book, so if you would like to borrow one, 

please speak with Pastor Marjo.   
 

Laughter is the best medicine – especially in times of uncertainty and stress!   And here are 2 opportunities 

to laugh lots… 
 

1.  Game Night!  Every Thursday from 6:00-7:00 we gather online to see what the “Gaming Commission” has 

planned for us.  Sometimes we play Bingo or Scattergories.  Sometimes we play Headbands or Trivial Pursuit.  

Sometimes we act out Charades.  But ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS, we LAUGH!  For more information, 

speak with Jeanette or her daughter, Lynnette Lawson.  Zoom link will be available on Salem’s calendar.  
 

  

2.  InnerView Chat’n’Chew Returns!!!  Beginning Saturday 15 August 11:00-1:00 Genesis resumes the 

monthly InnerView Chat’n’Chew – now online!  Bring a memory of an unforgettable Chat’n’Chew to share.  If 

it’s your first time joining us, you’ll find out what you’ve been missing all these years! 
 

Also returning soon – now online and on a monthly basis…SUNDAY NIGHT ALIVE!  Stay tuned for 

more details! 
 

COMMEMORATION FOR THE WEEK 

Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221 Saturday, August 8, 2020 

Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for the church, so he formed a 

movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called Dominicans) devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty 
 

CREDITS  

Parts of this liturgy are reproduced from: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 

reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25794. 

Scripture passages may be from the New Revised Standard Version, The Message, or The Inclusive Bible. 
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