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Gathering

WELCOME

GATHERING MUSIC Walking on the Lake by Justin Roberts

1. What’s that on the water? What’s that on the sea?
Peter says it’s Jesus! Thomas says it couldn’t be!
No, that really is him! He looks just like a ghost!
“I could do it”, Peter said, “but I don’t want to boast.”

Refrain: Jesus is walking on the [walk forward 3 steps] lake, lake, lake.
I think he made a mis- [walk backward 3 steps] take, -stake, -stake.
He really should’ve used a [cup hands, make boat] boat, boat, boat
Cuz people don’t [arms out as if floating] float, float, float!
He’s just a-walking around [spin around in place]
and he isn’t going [crouch lower, lower, lower] down, down, down.
It looks as easy as [eat 3 bites] cake.
Jesus is walking on the [walk forward, backward, forward] lake.

2. Peter said, “Now, Lord, won’t you take me by the hand?
We’ll go walk on water just like it was dry land.
I’m not scared a bit. Wait now — what’s that sound?
A thunderstorm’s a-coming. Oh no, I’m sinking down!”

Refrain: Jesus is walking on the [walk forward 3 steps] lake, lake, lake.
I think he made a mis- [walk backward 3 steps] take, -stake, -stake.
He really should’ve used a [cup hands, make boat] boat, boat, boat
Cuz people don’t [arms out as if floating] float, float, float!
He’s just a-walking around [spin around in place]
and he isn’t going [crouch lower, lower, lower] down, down, down.
It looks as easy as [eat 3 bites] cake.
Jesus is walking on the [walk forward, backward, forward] lake.

3. Jesus said, “Now, Peter, won’t you take me by the hand?
I’ll help you in the boat and I’m sure you’ll understand.
Walking on the water’s not as easy as you think.

Worry ‘bout the weather and you will surely sink.”

Refrain: Jesus is walking on the [walk forward 3 steps] lake, lake, lake.
| think he made a mis- [walk backward 3 steps] take, -stake, -stake.
He really should’ve used a [cup hands, make boat] boat, boat, boat
Cuz people don’t [arms out as if floating] float, float, float!
He’s just a-walking around [spin around in place]
and he isn’t going [crouch lower, lower, lower] down, down, down.
It looks as easy as [eat 3 bites] cake.
Jesus is walking on the [walk forward, backward, forward] lake.



Word

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

22Jesus insisted that the disciples get into the boat and precede him to the other side. 2®Having
sent the crowds away, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray, remaining there alone as
night fell. 2*Meanwhile the boat, already a thousand yards from shore, was being tossed about
in the waves which had been raised by the fierce winds.

25At about three in the morning, Jesus came walking toward them on the lake. *When the
disciples saw Jesus walking on the water, they were terrified. “It is a ghost!” they said, and in
their fear they began to cry out.

?!Jesus hastened to reassure them: “Don’t worry, it’s me! Don’t be afraid!”

28Peter spoke up and said, “If it is really you, tell me to come to you across the water.”
2%“Come!” Jesus said.

So Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. *°But when he saw
how strong the wind was, he became frightened. He began to sink, and cried out, “Save me!”
$1Jesus immediately stretched out his hand and caught Peter. “You have so little faith!” Jesus
said to him. “Why did you doubt?”

%20nce they had climbed into the boat, the wind died down. **Those who were in the boat
showed great reverence, declaring to Jesus, “You are indeed God’s Own!”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us affirm our faith together.
I believe it is a matter of faith to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves.

I believe it is a matter of faith

to recognize the equality of all members of God’s human family,

to offer thanks & praise for God’s beautiful gift of diversity, and to love people

of every race, culture, creed, class, age, ability, gender, sexual orientation and marital status.

I believe Jesus Christ came to us to free all people from sin and to make disciples —
people willing to live Christ’s discipline of love and justice for all.

| believe the Holy Spirit is that power within us
that gives us courage and stamina to face the truth and to live it,
even to die for it, as Jesus died.

| believe in the resurrection, the victory over death,

the truth that is life for all in Jesus’ name.

Glory be to God, the Three-in-One and One-in-Three:

Life Giver, Pain Bearer and Sustaining Power of Love. Amen



Thanksgiving

OFFERING

In response to God’s grace,
it is our joy to return to God our tithes and offerings.

If you are watching and are part of another faith community,

we encourage you to give your tithes to your own church first,
and, if in addition to that, you would like to support our work here
at Genesis and at Salem, we would be most grateful.

For those of you here in person today,
there is an offering box to receive your checks made out to Genesis or Salem.
Loose cash may be designated by placing it in an envelope near the offering box.

To give online to Salem,

go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate”
or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page.

To give to Genesis, find Genesis Gospel Café on your Venmo app.
Let us pray....

OFFERTORY MUSIC Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW #773 / TEE #193 / WOV #731
(Sung by Jeanette Harris and accompanied by Marjo Anderson)

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,

I am tired, | am weak, | am worn;

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light:
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near,
when my life is almost gone,

Hear me cry, hear my call, hold my hand, lest | fall:
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Scriptural Reference: Matthew 14:22-33 & John 16:15-21

Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993

Music: George N. Allen, 1812-1877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey

Text & Music: © 1932, 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.
Text Meter: irregular

Tune Name: Precious Lord

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-727372

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. (a brief silence)
God of all love and all power,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us —
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of the One who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

LORD’S PRAYER

Sending

BLESSING

May you see Jesus near, may you have courage to get out of the boat, may you feel the Spirit holding you,
and in doing these things, may you know the incredible power and love of our amazing God! Amen

SENDING SONG Put Your Hand in the Hand

Refrain: Put your hand in the hand of the man who stilled the water.
Put your hand in the hand of the man who calmed the sea.
Take a look at yourself and you can look at others differently
by putting your hand in the hand of the man from Galilee.

Verse 1: Every time | look into the holy book, | want to tremble (tremble!)
when | read about the part where a carpenter cleared the temple
for the buyers and the sellers were no different fellas than what | profess to be
And it causes me shame to know I’m not the gal that I should be. (Refrain)

[instrumental interlude]

Verse 2: My momma taught me how to pray before I reached the age of seven —
when I'm down on my knees that's when I'm close to heaven.
Daddy lived his life with two kids and a wife — you do what you must do —
but he showed me enough of what it takes to get me through! (Refrain)

CCLI Song # 3006924

Songwriters: Gene Mac Lellan | Christopher Norton | Richard Lacy

Artist: Anne Murray (The Ultimate Collection (Deluxe Edition)

© 1999 Whole World Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
Reprinted with permission under CCLI License # 11092038

Meal

COMMUNION

God be with you! And also with you!

Open your hearts! We open them to God and one another!
Let us give thanks to the God of all! It is right to give God thanks and praise!

In the night in which he was betrayed...

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed.
Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.
The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in divine grace! Amen!

DISMISSAL

Go in peace and walk on water, knowing Christ walks with you! Thanks be to God!



Announcements

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our buildings have been closed until further notice and indoor in-person
worship and meetings cancelled. Pastor Marjo and Salem’s Office Manager, Karl, work primarily from their
homes but generally come in once a week to take care of tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely. Even
though our church buildings are closed, if we can help in any way, please know that you can still call Salem’s
church office at 203-330-3300 and leave a message and your message will be picked up remotely and your call
returned. Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441 or Jeanette at 203.336.6778.

We are all so grateful! Genesis is grateful to be sharing space with Salem for worship this summer as their
parking lot is no longer available during their worship time. Salem is grateful for the use of Genesis’ portable
sound system for our outdoor worship and for the technical help of Jeanette and her son, Lonnell Lawson, for
running the system. Salem is also grateful for the use of 2 different sets of sound equipment belonging to New
Direction Ministries — 1 set for our drive-in service, and 1 set for our prerecorded services — and for Pastor
Simmonds’ continuing help in setting it up.

Summer Worship through Labor Day for Salem and for Genesis will be at 9:30_in the Picnic Grove, weather
permitting. If light or moderate rain, we’ll have a drive-in service. If a serious storm, we’ll meet online via
Zoom. No matter what the format we use for the rest of the summer or the fall, we plan to stream via Facebook
Live. On Sundays where the service is pre-recorded in the sanctuary it will also be streamed on YouTube. If
you can’t watch at 9:30 Sundays, video worship services will be saved to Facebook and posted on YouTube so
you can watch them later. Closed Captioning will be provided when available. For help turning on Captioning
contact Karl or Pastor Marjo.

Salem and Genesis members and friends, don’t forget to join us for our virtual coffee hour on zoom!
Even though we are having outdoor worship this summer please be aware that there is still online zoom coffee
hour at 10:30ish. Pastor Marjo will join as soon as she can after worship but you needn’t wait for her. Link is
HERE and also on the calendar on our website, salembridgeport.org, under “Resources”. Folks at home can
join in of course, and those at worship can join in via the zoom app on their smart phone right from the picnic
grove or even on their drive home (safe driving mode hides video but you can still talk and hear).

Laughter is the best medicine — especially in times of uncertainty and stress! And here are 2 opportunities
to laugh lots...

1. Game Night! Every Thursday from 6:00-7:00 we gather online to see what the “Gaming Commission” has
planned for us. Sometimes we play Bingo or Scattergories. Sometimes we play Headbands or Trivial Pursuit.
Sometimes we act out Charades. But ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS, we LAUGH! For more information,
speak with Jeanette or her daughter, Lynnette Lawson. Zoom link will be available on Salem’s calendar.

2. InnerView Chat’n’Chew Returns!!! Beginning Saturday 15 August 11:00-1:00 Genesis resumes the
monthly InnerView Chat’n’Chew — now online! Bring a memory of an unforgettable Chat’n’Chew to share. If
it’s your first time joining us, you’ll find out what you’ve been missing all these years!

Also returning soon — now online and on a monthly basis...SUNDAY NIGHT ALIVE! Stay tuned for
more details!

BOY SCOUT TROOP 103 will hold its 2157 ANNUAL PASTA DINNER via TAKE OUT on Saturday
Evening, August 15", 2020. Dinner and Raffle Pick Up from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the Salem Lutheran
Church Hall, 3160 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604. Pasta, homemade “Hopco” sauce, Treva’s old
fashioned meatballs, fresh salad, bread/butter, dessert, and punch beverage. $10 adults / $28 special family rate
of 4 (2 adults/2 children). Advanced tickets and orders, call or text Wes Murphy at 203-892-9477 or Angela
Arboleda at 203-543-3056.


https://zoom.us/s/92750672480

Health and Safety for those we love — and that means YOU! As we are working very hard to cooperate with
city officials and health departments to keep Covid levels low in our state, please remember that unless there is
a special need to meet in person, coffee hour, Bible study, meetings and events will continue to be online
only. Safety protocols (in line with CDC, ELCA, government, health department, and insurance guidelines for
all Salem groups and functions) will continue to be recommended by Salem’s Health and Safety Team (Carol
Lansing, Eileen Anderson, Dale Danowski, Liz Bales, Nancy Kidwell, and Pastor Marjo) and approved by
Salem’s Executive Committee or Council. Even though economic necessity has forced some reopening of
businesses, we are in actual fact no safer from the virus now than we were back in March when everything shut
down. PLEASE - no matter how safe YOU feel, out of love for one another, wear a mask and physically
distance from one another. Thank you!

Summer Stewardship — Even though our building is closed, our ministries (and the expenses to fund those
ministries) continue. We are grateful for everyone who continues to give their tithes and offerings to our work
here at Salem. We are also grateful to those who have taken advantage of the opportunity to give online,
especially to sign up for regular weekly or monthly donations. Every gift no matter how small is appreciated
and will enable us to continue to do God’s work in this place. If you’d like help signing up for online giving
please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Marjo, Karl, Ray Anderson, Jean Larson, or Nancy Headford.

Ebony and Ivory? Wonder why some of your friends are saying “Black Lives Matter” when obviously all
lives matter? Wonder why when we have anti-racism laws, people keep talking about “systemic” or “structural
racism”? Wonder why the church is so focused on this issue? If you’re looking for answers to these and other
questions, here are some great ways to learn:

1. Read the 2019 Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent & its accompanying Explanation at
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Slavery Apology Explanation.pdf? ga=2.119362
624.853575714.1565027421-1958052405.1536241629 or go to ELCA.org, scroll down to “Resources”, scroll
down to “Racial Justice”, and click on the Declaration to read and/or download.

2. Listen to this video lecture by Tom Skinner: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvKQx4ycTmA .

It gives a much more detailed history of slavery in this country than we ever received in our history classes at
school, and explains how it was the issue of slavery that created the divide between mainline and evangelical
Christians.

3. Join the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport for the last two weeks of an insightful series, “The
Color of Compromise”, every other Thursday evening this summer (8/13 and 8/27) from 7:30-9:00 as we watch
enlightening video clips and engage in meaningful discussion. The book and series outlines the history of how
the American churches helped create and continue to maintain racist ideas and practices and outlines the kind of
bold action needed to forge a future of equality and justice, including concrete solutions for improved race
relations in a racially inclusive church. To register, go to https://ccgb.salsalabs.org/summerseries/index.html or
go to ccgb.org, scroll down to “Don't miss the Anti-Racism Summer Series” & click “Register”. For more
information  about  this  video  series, watch  this  introduction by Jamar  Tisby:
Https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNmm9cvmxmY Salem has a few copies of the book, so if you would
like to borrow one, please speak with Pastor Marjo.

4. Read the book, Dear Church: a Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in
the US by Lenny Duncan. There have been many explanations for the church’s decline, but Duncan sees a
direct correlation between the church’s lack of diversity and its lack of vitality. Part manifesto, part confession,
and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the future of the ELCA and the rest of mainline
Protestant Christianity and calls everyone — leaders and laity alike — to the front lines of the church’s renewal
through racial equality and justice. Salem has a few copies of the book, so if you would like to borrow one,
please speak with Pastor Marjo.
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Need help finding a Salem zoom meeting or need to set one up? Just go to our website at
SalemBridgeport.org, click on the Resources tab, then on Calendar. On the calendar just find the day and click
on the event and a zoom invitation will appear. Sometimes you may have to click on “(+2 more)” in order to
see additional vents that don’t fit in the calendar square. If your Salem committee or group would like to meet
via Zoom, please contact Karl by emailing him at salemsec123@shbcglobal.net or by leaving a message on the
church phone, 203-336-3300.

Technology have you stumped? If you’d like some (VERY BASIC!) technology help — like accessing zoom
on your iphone, tablet, or pc, or downloading and using the Venmo or Cash app, or anything else, please speak
with Pastor Marjo or call or email Karl.

COMMEMORATION FOR THE WEEK

Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258 Monday, August 10, 2020
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome,

Lawrence was responsible for the church's financial matters and for the care of the poor.

Asked by the emperor to gather the church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like.
The enraged emperor had him put to death.

Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253 Tuesday, August 11, 2020
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions

established a women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor Clares.

She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals.

Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society Thursday, August 13, 2020
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to become a nurse.

She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War, and worked for hospital reform.
Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever.
She died of the disease.

Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs Friday, August 14, 2020
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz.

Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources,

and finally volunteered to be starved to death in place of another man.

A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright,

Munk strongly denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War.

His sermons and articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement.

Mary, Mother of Our Lord Saturday, August 15, 2020
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, meaning "God-bearer",

for her role in giving birth to the Son of God.

Her song, the Magnificat, speaks eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry.

CREDITS

Parts of this liturgy are reproduced from: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25794.
Scripture passages may be from the New Revised Standard Version, The Message, or The Inclusive Bible.
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