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Gathering 
 

During worship we will only be reading 2 of the 4 texts assigned for the day.   

Here are the others for you to read as you prepare yourself to come into God’s presence.  
 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 11For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep.  

I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 

darkness.  13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring 

them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in 

all the inhabited parts of the land.  14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of 

Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich 

pasture on the mountains of Israel.  15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them 

lie down, says the Lord GOD.  16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 

up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them 

with justice. 
 20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 

lean sheep.  21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with 

your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be 

ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them:  he shall feed 

them and be their shepherd.  24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 

prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 

Matthew 25:31-46 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 31When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 

will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will 

put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  
 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 

naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.'  
 37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 

food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 

and visited you?'  40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 

of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.'  
 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal 

fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 

give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'  
 44Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?'  45Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, 

just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.'  46And these will go away 

into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 



 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC   

 

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing 

 

The trumpets sound, the angels sing, the feast is ready to begin.   

The gates of heav’n are open wide, and Jesus welcomes you inside. 

 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight.  

Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin.  The feast is ready to begin. 

 

Tables are laden with good things; oh, taste the peace and joy he brings. 

He’ll fill you up with love divine; he’ll turn your water into wine. 

 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin.  The feast is ready to begin. 

 

The hungry heart he satisfies, offers the poor his paradise. 

Now hear all heav’n and earth applaud the amazing goodness of the Lord. 

 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin.  The feast is ready to begin. 

 

Text and Music:  Graham Kendrick;  

Text and Music copyright 1989 Make Way Music, admin.  Integrity Music, Inc. 

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI license # 11092038 

This performance by The Lutheran Church of Honolulu’s Early Worship Ensemble  

(Production, Piano, Bass, Percussion: Reid Ishikawa; Director, Guitar, Vocals: Scott Fikse; 

Choir: Bruce Abbe, Jackie Abbe, Michael Bloem, Carolyn Koehler, Andrea Maciel, Linda 

Miller, Van Anh Nguyen, Carrie Staiger)  

can be found at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFydUl4pUKo 

 

Begin Livestream 

 
WELCOME 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFydUl4pUKo


 

 

Word 
Psalm 95:1-7a 
 
1 O come, let us sing to the LORD;  

 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  

 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 
3 For the LORD is a great God,  

 and a great King above all gods. 
 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth;  

 the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 
5 The sea is his, for he made it,  

 and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 
 
6 O come, let us worship and bow down,  

 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
 
7 For he is our God,  

 and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.  

 O that today we would listen to his voice! 
 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  17I 

pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.  
20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him 

at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 

come.  22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 

things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

SERMON The Rev. Marjo Anderson 

 



 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

Let us affirm our faith together. 
 

You, O God, are supreme and holy. 

You create our world and give us life. 

Your purpose overarches everything we do. 

You have always been with us. 

You are God.  
 

You, O God, are infinitely generous,  

good beyond all measure. 

You came to us before we came to you. 

You have revealed and proved 

your love for us in Jesus Christ, 

who lived and died and rose again. 

You are with us now. 

You are God. 
 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit 

You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 

You are our God.  We worship you 

 
The Anglican Church of Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia 

Taken from A New Zealand Prayer Book, The Church of the Province of New Zealand, p 481. 

https://prodigal.typepad.com/prodigal_kiwi/2011/06/sunday-an-affirmation-of-faith.html 

 

 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 

As members and friends of Salem Church, let us remind ourselves who we are:  
 

We are a community of Christian disciples called by the Holy Spirit. 

In response to God’s transforming love, we share our joy through praise and 

service. 
 

May it be so!   
 

Amen 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Submitting to Christ’s reign in our lives,  

we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Individual worshipers are invited to offer the petitions as so moved by the Spirit. 
 

Sovereign of all, open our eyes to see you in the faces of those who are most different from us,  

especially in race, class, gender, sexual orientation, and political persuasion.    

Bless all social ministries of the church, that we may serve  

not from a place of power or privilege, but from a place of mutual love and respect. 

We pray for our mission partners, especially today for  

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,  

and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land;  

and for Salem members and their families,  

especially for Justin Claus celebrating his birthday this week. 

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

You have provided a world of abundance, capable of meeting the needs of all. 

Show us how to equitably share the resources you have provided 

in ways that are sustainable for the earth.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us  

and release us from systems of oppression and prejudice.  

Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away.  

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

Grant healing to those who are ill, especially Judy, Andrea, Audry, Barbara, Bud, Jerry, David, 

Diane, Dolores, Dawn, Eron, Grace, Hazel, Jacob, Jana, Katherine, Liz, Maria, Martha, Ron, 

Sarah, Steve, and all we name in our hearts. 

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages.  

Teach us to speak your truth, not ours, and to speak it only in love 

that we may further your work of justice and peace. 

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit into each of our hearts,  

that our lives might shine with the joy of knowing you.   

Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

You are invited to offer your own prayer petition at this time, either silently or aloud. 
 

The pastor concludes: 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior,  

until that day when you gather all creation around your throne where you reign for all eternity.     

Amen 



 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, you said, “Give & it will be given to you… 

for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 

Give us the confidence to cheerfully give our tithes & offerings of time, talent & treasure  

to your work in this place, trusting that you will provide abundantly for all our needs.  

We pray this in the power of your Spirit.  Amen 

 

OFFERING 

In response to God’s grace, it is our joy to return to God our tithes and offerings.  

Although our building at 3160 Park Avenue in Bridgeport, CT is closed at present,  

our ministry continues because of your generosity. 
 

If you are watching and are part of another faith community,  

we encourage you to give your tithes to your own church first, and, if in addition to 

that,  

you would like to support our work here at Salem, we would be most grateful.   
 

Simply go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate”  

or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program  

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page. 

 

OFFERTORY SONG The Anthem  

 

Hallelujah! You have won the victory!  Hallelujah! You have won it all for me! 

Death could not hold You down!  You are the risen King! 

Seated in majesty, You are the risen King! 

 

CCLI Song # 5066041 

Henry Seeley | Joth Hunt | Liz Webber 

© 2007 Planetshakers Ministries Int. Inc. (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI License # 11092038  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 



 

 

Sending  

 
of cyberspace worshippers 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, THANK YOU & BLESSING 

 

End Livestream 

 

Meal 

 
COMMUNION 
 

God be with you!    

And also with you! 

 

Open your hearts!  

We open them to God and one another! 

 

Let us give thanks to the God of all!  

It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed.  

Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen 
 

 

The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in divine grace!    

Amen!  



 

 

Sending  
of physically or zoom gathered worshippers 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace, trusting in God’s reign over each and every minute of your life! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

SENDING HYMN    
 

Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns All music but its own: 

Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless King Through all eternity. 
 

Crown Him the Son of God Before the worlds began, 

And ye, who tread where He hath trod, Crown Him the Son of man; 

Who every grief hath known That wrings the human breast, 

And takes and bears them for His own, That all in Him may rest. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of love!  Behold His hands and side, 

Those wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified: 

No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bends his wondering eye At mysteries so bright! 
 

Crown Him the Lord of life Who triumphed o’er the grave, 

And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save; 

His glories now we sing Who died, and rose on high. 

Who died, eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of lords, Who over all doth reign 

Who once on earth, the incarnate Word, For ransomed sinners slain, 

Now lives in realms of light, Where saints with angels sing 

Their songs before Him day and night, Their God, Redeemer, King. 
 

CCLI Song # 23938 

George Job Elvey | Godfrey Thring | Matthew Bridges 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 11092038 

Words and Music are in the Public Domain. 

This performance by the congregation of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, CA   

can be found at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=If-svStcvS8 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=If-svStcvS8


 

 

Announcements 
 

Don’t forget to join us for our virtual coffee hour on zoom at 10:30!  Coffee hour continues 

at 10:30 on Sundays via Zoom. To join, just click on this link - 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86881604946?pwd=WEl1ZkNGd3ZwaU5WS1JTMnlLZ1Ywdz09 -                           

( Meeting ID: 868 8160 4946 )  ( Passcode: 069124 )  or go to our website:  

www.salembridgeport/org, click on the Resource Tab, then on calendar, & then on the date & 

event, and a zoom invitation with link as well as call in information will appear.  Remember 

that even if you don't have a laptop or a tablet or a smart phone, you can join by calling - even 

from your landline - one of these numbers - One tap mobile:  +13017158592,,86881604946# 

US (Germantown)  Dial by your location:  +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) and entering the 

ID and passcode. 

 

Join us for this month’s SUNDAY NIGHT ALIVE zoom event November 29th at 6:00 pm 

as we create our very own “Gifts of Christmas” Virtual Advent Calendar.  You can volunteer to 

be one of the 12 people to read a part of the Christmas story, you can be one of 12 people to 

share your gift of poetry, music, or art that illustrates the story, or you can just come and watch 

the drama unfold!  We will be recording this event, and then magically each day will appear 

online – and folks far and wide can open the link to see what is behind the Door of the Day.  

Then, on Christmas Eve, you can view the whole story, a testament to God’s great glory!  Out-

takes will be available post-Christmas for a small fee!  (Okay, you got us – we’re just kidding.) 

If you’d like to be a reader or share your gift, please contact Jeanette Harris at 203-366-
6778 (call or text) or Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441 (call or text) as soon as possible.  If 
you prefer to email them at jharris524@yahoo.com or marjoanderson@aol.com, just make 
sure to put “ADVENT CALENDAR” in the subject line.  For more information, click here .  
To join the event on November 29th at 6 pm, go to this link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82224426828?pwd=aTNKcUE4eEdINEliYlFVd1RnYllXQT09 

or go to www.salembridgeport.org/resources/calendar , and open up the full zoom 

invitation at Sunday Night Alive on November 29th.   

 

The Search Is on...for Audio &Video Recordings of Salem's Choir!  Do you have an old 

VHS tape or DVD or other video recording of the Salem Choir?  Do you have an old reel-to-

reel or 8-track or cassette audio recording?  Did you ever film the choir with your phone?  Or 

what about recordings of Lucia or our children's musical productions?  We'd love to build up a 

digital library of Salem's musical treasures.  Since singing increases significantly the amount 

and projection of the aerosols we produce when we breathe or speak, in-person singing is a 

high-risk activity which we cannot in good conscience allow for the duration of the pandemic, 

but we would dearly love to enjoy music in other ways.  If you have any such recordings, please 

contact our Office Manager Karl by emailing him ( salemsec123@sbcglobal.net ) or calling the 

church and leaving a message ( 203-336-3300 ). We will figure out how to convert and copy 

your recordings so that we can all enjoy them. We're especially looking for recordings we 

could use for Christmas or Easter or other special days.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86881604946?pwd=WEl1ZkNGd3ZwaU5WS1JTMnlLZ1Ywdz09
mailto:jharris524@yahoo.com
mailto:marjoanderson@aol.com
../../Sunday%20Night%20Alive/An%20Advent%20Calendar%20with%2012%20Readings%20and%2012%20Gifts%20of%20Christmas.doc
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82224426828?pwd=aTNKcUE4eEdINEliYlFVd1RnYllXQT09
http://www.salembridgeport.org/resources/calendar


 

 

Lord, Teach Us to Pray!  Want to know how to pray?  Want to see how prayer can change 

your life?  Need prayer?  Then join us each Wednesday on zoom at noon for a half-hour as 

we delve more deeply into the Lord’s Prayer, and pray for each other’s needs.  The zoom 

link will be on the calendar on Salem’s website at Salembridgeport.org under the Resources 

Tab.   

 

Game Night!  Every Thursday from 6:00-7:00 we gather online to see what the “Gaming 

Commission” has planned for us.  Sometimes we play Bingo or Scattergories.  Sometimes 

we play Headbands or Trivial Pursuit.  Sometimes we act out Charades.  But ALWAYS, 

ALWAYS, ALWAYS, we LAUGH!  For more information, speak with Jeanette or her 

daughter, Lynnette Lawson.  Zoom link is available on Salem’s calendar.  

 

Inner-View Chat’n’Chew meets the 3rd Saturday of the month 11:00-1:00.  It’s a time of 

fun and fellowship that gives us a chance to celebrate the gift that God has given us in one 

another.  Evites are sent out to those on the Genesis mailing list but you can also find the 

Zoom link on Salem’s calendar. 

 

Sunday Night Alive events continue the last Sunday of the month, normally at 6 pm!  There 

are other exciting plans ahead.  Stay tuned!    

 

A whole buffet of worship opportunities – just for you!  Every single one of us would no 

doubt like to go back to the way we worshipped pre-pandemic, but sadly that is not a 

possibility for now.  God is GOOD, however, and has provided so many other ways for us to 

worship.  Even if we get to Phase 3, there are those in our church family who due to health 

concerns are not able to gather with us indoors and have requested that we have zoom 

services sometimes.  When the weather is too cold to keep windows open for ventilation or 

when the roads are too snowy, or if we are in Phase 1 or 2, or if someone worshiping tests 

positive for Covid and we need to self-quarantine, we’ll be worshipping via zoom.  When 

the pastor is on vacation, there will be pre-recorded services on Facebook and YouTube.  

While each one of us has our preferences, remember that we are a community in Christ who 

loves and looks out for one another.  When we’re worshipping your favorite way give 

thanks!  And when we’re worshipping in someone else’s favorite way, give thanks for that, 

too!   

 

Online Worship – Online worship is here to stay.  Far more people participate in our 

worship online than come to worship on our property or even join us on zoom.  In fact, up to 

8 times as many as those gathered physically watch the entire service online, and many 

weeks we have over a thousand people who at least watch some of it!  So no matter what 

format we use for worship in the future, we plan to stream via Facebook Live.  Where the 

service is pre-recorded in the sanctuary it will also be streamed on YouTube.  If you can’t 

watch at 9:30 Sundays, video worship services will be saved to Facebook and also posted on 

YouTube so you can watch them later.  Closed Captioning will be provided when available.  

For help turning on Captioning contact Karl or Pastor Marjo.    



 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Pastor Marjo and Salem’s Office Manager, Karl, work 

primarily from their homes but generally come in once a week to take care of tasks that cannot 

be accomplished remotely.  Even though we must operate differently in these times, if we can 

help in any way, please know that you can still call Salem’s church office at 203-330-3300 and 

leave a message and your message will be picked up remotely and your call returned.  Please 

also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441. 
 

Need help finding a Salem zoom meeting or need to set one up?  Just go to our website at 

SalemBridgeport.org, click on the Resources tab, then on Calendar.  On the calendar just find 

the day and click on the event and a zoom invitation will appear.  Sometimes you may have to 

click on “(+2 more)” in order to see additional vents that don’t fit in the calendar square.   If 

your Salem committee or group would like to meet via Zoom, please contact Karl by emailing 

him at salemsec123@sbcglobal.net or by leaving a message on the church phone, 203-336-

3300. 
 

Technology have you stumped?  If you’d like some (VERY BASIC!) technology help – like 

accessing zoom on your iPhone, tablet, or pc, or downloading and using the Venmo or Cash 

app, or anything else, please speak with Pastor Marjo or call or email Karl.   

 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Clement, Bishop of Rome, died around 100 Monday, November 23, 2020 

Clement was the third bishop of Rome.  

He is best remembered for a letter he wrote to the congregation in Corinth,  

still struggling with the same problems that led to Paul's letters to them.  

As did Paul, he focused on the need for love among Christians. 
 

Miguel Agustín Pro, martyr, died 1927 Monday, November 23, 2020 

Pro grew up when Mexican revolutionaries accused the church of siding with the wealthy.  

He became a Jesuit priest, and worked on behalf of the poor and homeless.  

Falsely accused of throwing a bomb at a government official, he was executed,  

but not before crying out "Long live Christ the King!" 
 

Justus Falckner, died 1723; Jehu Jones, died 1852; William Passavant, died 1894;  

pastors in North America Tuesday, November 24, 2020 

Not only was Falckner the first Lutheran ordained in North America,  

but he published a catechism which was the first Lutheran book published on the continent. 

Jones was the Lutheran church's first African American pastor  

and carried out missionary work in Philadelphia which led to the formation there  

of the first African American Lutheran congregation (St. Paul's).  

William Passavant helped to establish hospitals and orphanages in a number of cities  

and was the first to introduce deaconesses to the work of hospitals in the United States. 
 

-Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, died 1748 Wednesday, November 25, 2020 

Thought by many to be the greatest hymnwriter in the English language,  

Watts as a youth was critical of the quality of the metrical psalter of the time.  

He wrote about 600 hymns — many based on the psalms, but others that are not. 

mailto:salemsec123@sbcglobal.net


 

 

THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF GREATER BRIDGEPORT 

 

If you’re reading this online, just click on the underlined links for details.  

Or go to CCGB.org 

 

WHY DO WE ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE? 

• Why Advocacy - A Study Guide for Congregations 

 

The Council of Churches and our member congregations have prioritized the issues listed below 

for our advocacy efforts.   Policy changes in these areas will have an immediate, positive effect 

on our communities and the neighbors we serve. 

 

Climate Change 

learn about how addressing food insecurity and reducing our food waste can make a huge 

difference 

•  Combatting Food Insecurity 

•  Ways to Reduce Food Waste  

•  Articles from Earth Day 2020 

 

Criminal Justice Reform 

help us pass the Clean Slate bill and give people a real second chance 

• Clean Slate Bill - A Study Guide for Congregations 

 

Education Equity 

all children in Bridgeport and beyond deserve a quality education 

• Call to Action 

• CCGB's Goals and Initiatives 

• Education Reform - A Study Guide for Congregations 

 

Immigration Reform 

how shall we “welcome the stranger” with respect and care? 

 

Gun Violence Prevention 

“do not stand idly by while your neighbor’s blood is shed”  Leviticus 19:16 

• Overview of Resources  

• Do Not Stand Idly By Campaign    

• Congregational Toolkit (PCUSA)      

 

Resources on the CT Legislature 

Here you can find basic guides, templates and resources for raising your voice and getting 

involved! 

• Guide to Written Testimony for a Public Hearing on CT Legislation.pdf 

• How a CT Bill Becomes Law.pdf 

https://councilofchurches-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/cassshaw_ccgb_org/EV9EyLDcziZKuCf79zwPWb0BWULsDRDZfwzXbi-A7-kVVA?e=mnRG3g
https://councilofchurches-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/cassshaw_ccgb_org/EflgXEBIj9FJmLa39ZdrGv4BeZCaZxoAgeMiE_ilGJcQ2g?e=AGfoqe
https://councilofchurches-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/cassshaw_ccgb_org/EQGBiExuLXRLnFumA1TKFEMB1nOudvr3znhajy0PmwXuvw?e=WtlH5y
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Ebony and Ivory?  Wonder why some of your friends are saying “Black Lives Matter” when 

obviously all lives matter? Wonder why when we have anti-racism laws, people keep talking 

about “systemic” or “structural racism”? Wonder why the church is so focused on this issue? If 

you’re looking for answers to these and other questions, here are some great ways to learn: 
 

1.  The Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport invites its members to take the 

following steps to work for a more just and equitable society: 

 

*Starting on September 17, and going at least through May 20, 2021 we will hold monthly 

zoom meetings, the   third   Thursday   of   every   month   from   7:30   to   8:15   PM.   

You  can  register  on  our website –               

https://default.salsalabs.org/T4ca0bc4e-b5a6-457f-9432-5f3e459aaaa6/464704ca-cfbd-4af1-

9836-dc2cefbf86ab - & join these conversations to learn more, talk in small groups, & continue 

to engage in anti-racist work. 

 

*You can take the 21 day Racial Equity Challenge - https://default.salsalabs.org/T6ccaac28-

05da-4baf-88a8-d1c2b9b86893/464704ca-cfbd-4af1-9836-dc2cefbf86ab - all by yourself, to 

continue to learn, reflect, and act.  This   is   a   great   resource   created   by   the   Myers   Park   

Presbyterian   Church,   in   Charlotte,   VA.   

 

*Also, here is a link - https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc340bebd-4d68-4800-b754-

7c48a473cd23/464704ca-cfbd-4af1-9836-dc2cefbf86ab - to a document which lists these 

resources and our recommendations for a number of local and national organizations doing 

excellent anti-racism and justice work.   

 

2.  Read the 2019 Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent  

& its accompanying Explanation at  

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Slavery_Apology_Explanation.pd

f?_ga=2.119362624.853575714.1565027421-1958052405.1536241629 or go to ELCA.org, 

scroll down to “Resources”, scroll down to “Racial Justice”, and click on the Declaration to 

read and/or download.   

 

3.  Listen to this video lecture by Tom Skinner: 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvKQx4ycTmA .  It gives a much more detailed history of 

slavery in this country than we received in our history classes at school, & explains how it was 

the issue of slavery that created the divide between mainline & evangelical Christians. 

 

4.  Read the book, Dear Church:  a Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest 

Denomination in the US by Lenny Duncan.  There have been many explanations for the 

church’s decline, but Duncan sees a direct correlation between the church’s lack of diversity 

and its lack of vitality.  Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a 

bold new vision for the future of the ELCA and the rest of mainline Protestant Christianity and 

calls everyone – leaders and laity alike – to the front lines of the church’s renewal through racial 

equality and justice.  Salem has a few copies of the book, so if you would like to borrow one, 

please speak with Pastor Marjo.   
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