
 

April 2022 SPIRIT 
the 

Salem Lutheran Church 
shalom - salaam - salem - peace 

A Reconciling in Christ  (RIC) Congregation 

“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”  [1 
Corinthians 12:27] 

 “Christ is the head of the body, the church”  [Colossians 1:18] 
 

In 2020 the congregation voted to sell the building to a developer.  The 
more we dealt with him, the more I was convinced that he was lying and that 
it was a bad idea to sell to him.  And so on 2 successive Sundays in worship 
I prayed these words, “God, if it is your will for this sale to go through, make 
it go through quickly and easily.  But if you do not want us to sell, make that 
crystal clear to us”.  We signed the purchase and sales agreement, but 
when we got the rent back agreement the man had tripled the rent and was-
n’t going to provide any of the services that he had promised!  At that point, 
Frank Dukenski told the Council that he had withdrawn the agreement to 
sell.  He said, “I know I might not actually have had the authority to do that, 
but it was crystal clear that that’s what we needed to do.”  And I praised God 
for answering my prayer! 
 

In December of 2021, the congregation of Salem Lutheran Church again 
voted in a specially called meeting to sell our property – this time to the 
Ephraim French Seventh Day Adventist Church for 1.8 million dollars.  To 
be honest, I wasn’t convinced we should sell the property and so I prayed, 
“God, if you don’t want us to sell the property, you will have to stop it be-
cause I can’t.”  Immediately I had a vision of a train barreling down the track 
and I heard God say, “Don’t stand in front of the train.  You’ll just get run 
over.  Instead, trust the One who controls the tracks.”  A few months later I 
was in Barbados when I got the email announcing the congregational meet-
ing to vote to sell.  As I read the email on my phone, my heart heavy, I just 
happened to be riding a steam train on a plantation we were touring.  Sud-
denly the train slowed down and the tour guide said, “You may have won-
dered why we’ve slowed down, but if you look out that window over there, 
you will see one of our guys has jumped off and is running over there to 
switch the tracks”!!! And I knew it was God saying to me, “Don’t worry!  
You can see that I am obviously controlling the tracks!”  We got back home, 
the congregation voted to sell, but I was still sad -- until I met the people 
from the purchasing church, that is.  We asked them if we might rent back a 
small classroom on the lower level for Karl and me to share for a few 
months.  Their response was, “Why would you want to do that?  Why don’t 
you move into that rear office upstairs?” They were referring to Liz’s old one 
– the second best office in the whole building!  At that point I KNEW that 
selling to these gracious, loving people had been the right thing to do!   
 

They invited us to stay and offered us all the worship, office and storage 
space we need at a very reasonable price.  First Presbyterian Church in 
Fairfield also made us an offer that gives us about half the space (office not 
handicapped accessible) for more money and yet our leadership currently is 
set on going there.  To me it makes no sense from a business point of view.  
Plus I know that there are many Salem members who will not move there 
with us which is an even greater concern.   
 

And so, since we had two different offers and since our membership was 

divided on the issue, I wasn’t sure whether Karl and I would be in the new 
office for just a few months, or whether we would be there indefinitely.  I 
needed to know, because if it was going to be long-term, the office needed 
some work since it had not been updated since Ann and Bill Martin fixed it 
up when Liz became full-time 35-40 years ago!  I turned to God in prayer 
and I asked God to give me a sign as to whether I should fix it up or not.  
And God gave me that sign.  Now to understand that sign, you need to re-
member what I have mentioned to you before - that the clearest message 
God has ever given me was that someday I would be doing some sort of 
ministry in Jamaica, so keep that in mind.  The wallpaper was falling off the 
wall and I was thinking that IF I were to fix up the office, I’d like a gold color, 
and I found 2 colors I liked on the Home Depot site.  When I clicked on the 
new colors I discovered what they were named.  They could have been 
named a thousand different things, but what these 2 colors were named 
were… PLANTAIN and GINGER BEER!  And then I KNEW WITHOUT A 
SINGLE DOUBT that God was telling me to fix up the office and settle in for 
the long-term.  So of course, I did!   
 

Salem’s Council, however, wants to begin worshipping at First Presbyterian 
in May and move our offices there in September. 
 

Here’s the thing.  While the Church is NOT the building, the Church is NOT 
merely the people either.  We are all members of the body of Christ, con-
nected with one another.  But we ONLY function as a healthy body when we 
are under the direction of Christ our Head.  If we are not listening to the 
Head, we are NOT the Church – we are simply a religious club or a social 
clique.   
 

In order to give every member the opportunity to vote on what they 
believe God is calling us to do – to stay at 3160 Park Avenue or to 
move to the First Presbyterian Church in Fairfield – I have called a 
congregational meeting for Sunday after Easter, April 24th, immediately 
following worship, at approximately 10:30 am.  Because of the difficul-
ty we have had zooming people into congregational meetings, the 
meeting will be IN-PERSON only.  The ballot will be a written one, so 
that you can freely vote your conscience. 
 

I ask that each and every member ask Christ what HE wants for Salem. 
And when you pray, ask that God make the answer crystal clear to you 
so that you know that it is not your will, but God’s. I also ask that each 
and every member come & vote so that the whole body of Christ at 
Salem is together.  If you have any questions or concerns, please call or 
text me at 203-982-3441.   
 

Abundant Blessings Be Yours! 
 
 

Pastor Marjo Anderson 

Seeking God’s Will 
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Marjo Anderson, Pastor  
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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

3160 Park Avenue 
Bridgeport, Connecticut  06604 

Phone (203) 336-3300  ▪  Fax (203) 336-8813 
 

Website -  www.salembridgeport.org 
 

Facebook - www.facebook.com/SalemBridgeport/ 
 

Church Office Hours 
Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday 9:30am  In Person Worship 
 
 

Salem’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Marjo Anderson, Pastor 
Cell Phone (203) 982-3441 
marjoanderson@aol.com 

 
 Karl Kraft, Office Manager 

Office Phone (203) 336-3300 
salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 

 The following people have asked for 

healing, help, guidance or comfort.  

Barbara 
Bernedette 
Christiane 
Dolores 
Frank 
Grace 
Jonathan 
Linda 
Steve 
and all we name in our hearts.  

Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month un-

less otherwise noted in the monthly calendar. 

 

Next deadline date is April 15th for the 

May issue! 

 

Email submissions to 

salemsec123@sbcglobal.net 



April 2022 
Salem Lutheran Church 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

THERE WILL BE A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOLLOWING 9:30 WORSHIP (10:30ish) ON April 
24th (the Sunday after Easter) FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF VOTING ON WHETHER WE STAY AT 3160 
PARK AVENUE OR MOVE TO ANOTHER LOCATION.  This will be an in-person meeting ONLY.  Vote 
will be by written ballot.  We have closed on the sale of our property to the Ephraim French Sev-
enth Day Adventist Church and we are currently renting back space from them.   They have gra-
ciously offered us all that we need to stay here, including time in the sanctuary for 9:30 Sunday wor-
ship and time in the lounge following that for coffee hour and/or adult forum.  They have also 
offered us the former music director’s office for Pastor Marjo and Karl to share, half of the work-
room behind what will now be their church office for such things as our copier, printers, router, and 
file cabinets, a section of the paper supply closet in the workroom, storage for larger items in one of 
the closets off the stage, as well as a temporary “staging area” in the former food pantry space for 
things we will be moving off-site to long-term storage.  First Presbyterian in Fairfield has also made 
us an offer.  This is a chance for you, the congregation, to choose where you wish to worship.   



LENT 2022 
 

 

Wednesdays in Lent – On the 5 Wednesdays during Lent – March 9th, 

16th, 23rd, 30th, and April 6th – we’ll gather ONLINE with other congre-

gations from our conference for a Virtual Dinner Theatre Worship experi-

ence.  Bring your dinner to your desk - or your laptop to the dinner table - 

and enjoy your meal while participating in a kind of dinner church/cabaret 

theatre.   

 

The theme is “Looking for Joy in Lent”, and each week’s worship will incorporate a play, 

scripture, music, prayer, and some time to get to know one another.  Each week’s play will 

be self-contained but the same characters will return each week.  We’re looking for volun-

teers to read a part in the play.  Please let Jeanette “Momma J” know if you can play a part.  

You can call or text her at 203-366-6778 or email her at jharris524@yahoo.com.   

 

The worship will be streamed live to Facebook so if you can’t join us in real time you can 

watch it later.  Please invite your family and friends to this novel Lenten experience.    

 

The zoom link is on Salem’s calendar under the Resources tab on our website Salem-

Bridgeport.org.  

Or just click here:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87987712617?

pwd=eDFqZVBoTm0zYUtKTU04MDQ5U0tJQT09  

 

Meeting ID: 879 8771 2617, Passcode: 668342, 

Dial by your location – +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

     

Palm Sunday, April 10th at 9:30 – IN-PERSON at 3160 Park Avenue and streamed live to 

Facebook 

  

Maundy Thursday, April 14th – IN-PERSON at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church, 160 Hill Farm Road, Fairfield 

  

Good Friday, April 15th – IN-PERSON at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church, 160 Hill Farm Road, Fairfield 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87987712617?pwd%3DeDFqZVBoTm0zYUtKTU04MDQ5U0tJQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1646615849724084&usg=AOvVaw06e0VRngtKqBzXhYeHYQ9i
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87987712617?pwd%3DeDFqZVBoTm0zYUtKTU04MDQ5U0tJQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1646615849724084&usg=AOvVaw06e0VRngtKqBzXhYeHYQ9i
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This Info Could Save Your Life 



WEEKLY AND MONTHLY EVENTS  
  

 
Mid-Week Wednesday Worship through Prayer! If ever we needed prayer, it's now! Agreed? While we can  
(and should!) pray on our own, scripture teaches us that there is power in group prayer. Jesus says, "I tell you truly that if 
two of you on the earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven." Author Frank 
Peretti writes that it is our prayers that empower the angels to fight the spiritual battles which are where the real battles 
are fought and won. If there is something you or your family or congregation needs, then the more people you have pray-
ing for it, the more power that prayer wields. You don't have to pray out loud, if you don't want to, but your presence with 
us will mean more than you know. So please, join us on Wednesdays at noon on zoom for a half-hour as we turn our 
worries and cares over to the Lord in prayer. The zoom link will be on the calendar on Salem’s website at Salembridge-
port.org under the Resources Tab.  Or you can simply click on this link.  
  

“Forward on the FIRST” adult forum on zoom! Now that we are worshipping in-person, we needed to come up 

for a new plan for adult forum and specifically for our Forward discussions. We realized that not everyone is able or com-

fortable meeting in person. Plus, since we used to have trouble hearing at Council meetings even when we were sitting 

side by side(!), trying to hear in the lounge with every one spaced 6’ apart isn’t going to work. So we want to meet by 

zoom. Yet as wonderful as zoom technology is, it doesn’t work when you have more than one person in a small space on 

zoom – there’s too much sound feedback. So here’s the plan: if you want to participate in adult forum, please bring your 

laptop or tablet or smart phone with you, and after worship, we can spread out into different rooms – lounge, music room, 

music office, workroom, church office, narthex – or you can sit outside or in your car. For those who prefer, you may stay 

in the sanctuary and have that be your shared zoom room. And of course for those who are worshipping via Facebook 

live, simply join from the comfort of your own home – or wherever you are. We are also moving our Forward discussions 

to the FIRST Sunday of the month, since that follows our Council meeting and will allow us to bring you the most timely 

information possible. As always, the zoom link will be on the calendar at SalemBridgeport.org/Resources/Calendar. 

PLEASE JOIN US! :D  

  

Salem and Friends Prayer Gathering & Take-out Breakfast, sponsored by the Salem Men, has normal-

ly been held on the 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:00 am. With the sale of the building happening soon, we are looking at 
ways to continue the breakfast. If anyone has suggestions, please contact Bruce Tomasko.  

  

Inner-View Chat’n’Chew meets the 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:00, so mark your calendars. It’s a time of fun 
and fellowship that gives us a chance to celebrate the gift that God has given us in one another. The theme for Evites are 
sent out to those on the Genesis mailing list but you can also find the Zoom link on Salem’s calendar.   
  

There are many ways to find the zoom link for worship and all other Salem events. The most reliable 
way is to go to our website - www.salembridgeport.org, choose the Resource tab, and click on Calendar. Then on the 
calendar, go to the day, the event, and when you click on it, it will open up the zoom invitation. You can click on the link, or 
copy and paste it into your browser. To see how to do this, click here:  

We also include the zoom links in our weekly email blasts, and in this announcement section of our Sunday bulletin. You 
can find links to Sunday worship materials like the bulletin, sermon, and donate page at www.salembridgeport.org/live. 
Or to see how to get there, click here:  

  

https://us02web.https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/82882777326?pwd=VCtObFRPOGI3cTR3elI2ZmtiZEpadz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82882777326?pwd=VCtObFRPOGI3cTR3elI2ZmtiZEpadz09
http://www.salembridgeport.org/
http://www.salembridgeport.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015cLI7JbJt4mdP6558YfUjkBwRhFYpOJB8GOJ3jYegZZTfiQDq5qUxB8oyY4KQjOIRrEXZscESzYwp6fJpUmWAzubgS6k33Mw7v7BmH82oVQQFEaAu1nOvDgFxKMRx64YeHlPeUHOm0jIMn4UGXKs1Q==&c=GMHhM1IxEFx0oqrWnGeD2CCUjuY3OpVJV5trx3dn5jBsh66gfuRtXQ==&ch=cIdiUN6IwvgpB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015cLI7JbJt4mdP6558YfUjkBwRhFYpOJB8GOJ3jYegZZTfiQDq5qUxB8oyY4KQjOIRrEXZscESzYwp6fJpUmWAzubgS6k33Mw7v7BmH82oVQQFEaAu1nOvDgFxKMRx64YeHlPeUHOm0jIMn4UGXKs1Q==&c=GMHhM1IxEFx0oqrWnGeD2CCUjuY3OpVJV5trx3dn5jBsh66gfuRtXQ==&ch=cIdiUN6IwvgpB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015cLI7JbJt4mdP6558YfUjkBwRhFYpOJB8GOJ3jYegZZTfiQDq5qUxB8oyY4KQjOIRrEXZscESzYwp6fJpUmWAzubgS6k33Mw7v7BmH82oVQQFEaAu1nOvDgFxKMRx64YeHlPeUHOm0jIMn4UGXKs1Q==&c=GMHhM1IxEFx0oqrWnGeD2CCUjuY3OpVJV5trx3dn5jBsh66gfuRtXQ==&ch=cIdiUN6IwvgpB
http://www.salembridgeport.org/live
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015cLI7JbJt4mdP6558YfUjkBwRhFYpOJB8GOJ3jYegZZTfiQDq5qUxB8oyY4KQjOIL2ApgY2UXOiYs7e0_nDM9s9JumJdwJCrbmc5diciYV6sFgxiuZzAEMiVCQ_VMcx4karzcsWwlfKThtPkFYzdVQ==&c=GMHhM1IxEFx0oqrWnGeD2CCUjuY3OpVJV5trx3dn5jBsh66gfuRtXQ==&ch=cIdiUN6IwvgpB
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Accompaniment in a time of crisis 
Lutheran Disaster Response raises $1.3 million for care efforts in Eastern Europe 

On Feb. 24, Russian forces invaded Ukraine, 
initiating a humanitarian crisis. Lutheran Disas-
ter Response (LDR) is accompanying ELCA 
companion churches and ecumenical partners 
in their efforts to provide support, supplies and 
care to people affected by the war. So far, 
LDR’s Eastern Europe crisis response has 
raised $1.3 million. 
 
According to the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, more than 
2 million people are seeking refuge in neighbor-
ing countries, including Hungary, Poland, Slo-
vakia, Romania and Moldova. There are major 
humanitarian concerns for both internally dis-
placed people and refugees. 
 
Russia has launched air strikes across Ukraine, 
including on the capital of Kyiv and other major 
cities. Airports are shut down, and few railway 
lines are operational. At least 636 civilians have 
been killed in the conflict to date, and damage 
to civilian infrastructure has left hundreds of 
thousands of people without water or electricity. 
Ukrainian men of military age (18-60) are for-
bidden to leave the country, so most of those 
fleeing the violence are women and children. 
 
Through the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), 
LDR is supporting member churches including 
the German Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Ukraine, the Evangelical Church of the Augs-
burg Confession in Poland, the Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slo-
vakia, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in Romania and the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Romania. 
 
These churches are distributing basic necessi-
ties such as food, water and toiletries, as well 
as providing pastoral and psychological care 
and assisting members of Roma communities 

and foreign nationals. Additional responses 
through partners in these countries and others 
in the region are expected in the coming weeks 
and months. 
 
A grant to some of these companion churches 
through the LWF was approved March 9. This 
grant will allow LWF over a six-month period to 
establish a coordination structure to support 
member churches in the response. Through it, 
the LWF will strengthen the capacity of member 
churches to fulfill the immediate and long-term 
needs of refugees and internally displaced peo-
ple, and to report back to partners effectively. 
 
“Covenant of the smaller Lutheran churches in 
central and Eastern Europe, ecumenical and 
other partners has long been a regional priority 
for the ELCA,” said Elizabeth A. Eaton, presid-
ing bishop of the ELCA, in a message. “In this 
time of crisis, we accompany our partners with 
concrete support for their humanitarian efforts 
through Lutheran Disaster Response.” 
 
Eaton continued, “The ECLA is also accompa-
nying those who are responding to the needs of 
foreign nationals who were in Ukraine when the 
fighting began and who are trying to cross the 
border to safety, as well as the partners who 
focused their ministry on providing holistic sup-
port for under-documented and undocumented 
individuals impacted by this violence in 
Ukraine.” 
 
Gifts made toward LDR’s response are used in 
full to assist those impacted by the war in 
Ukraine. 




