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Welcome
Salem is still recommending masks. We know that some are only comfortable coming
into a place where people are masked, and we want to provide an environment where
everyone feels safe. While it is true that Covid case numbers are down, much of that is
due to those who can afford to self-test not reporting positive results and due to those
who cannot afford to self-test finding it more difficult to find free testing sites. New
England is expecting a new surge in covid cases and Holy Week and Easter services
certainly have the potential of contributing to that if we do not exercise caution. While
the current variants may cause only mild symptoms in most people, those who are older
and who have underlying conditions remain at risk for more serious illness, including
long covid. We will continue to re-evaluate based on what happens with the pandemic
and what the latest advice is concerning singing protocols.
Pastor Marjo Anderson and Jeanette Harris will host a discussion of the presentations by

Fairfield University's Regina A. Quick Center’s Open VISIONS Forum: "Caste:
Examining Race, Culture, & Consequences" by Isabel Wilkerson and of the book in
general on Sunday May 1st at 4:00 on zoom at this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89975646418?pwd=ZG5nSVVmR3NVTXc5dTAwbWtqTWdrZz0
9 or go to SalemBridgeport.org/Resources/Calendar and click on the event for more info
The Color of Compromise: Sacred Conversations on Race and the American Church. The
Council of Churches Raising the B.A.R. (Becoming Anti-Racist) team invites you into sacred
conversations in a safe space to talk about the history of race and the American Church. Though
the series will span 11 weeks, each session covers a distinct topic, so you’re welcome to attend
as many as you wish. Guided by The Color of Compromise book, video series by its author,
Jemar Tisby, and our capable and dedicated team of facilitators the series moves
chronologically from America’s colonial past to today’s Black Lives Matter movement. The
Color of Compromise is not about shaming or blaming but rather opens our eyes to a history
hidden, unknown, or ignored by White Christians and calls us to take seriously what the Bible
teaches about human dignity and equality. The next two sessions will cover “Making Race in
the Colonial Era” (May 5th), and “Understanding Liberty in the Age of Revolution and Revival”
(May 12th). For more information or questions about Raising the BAR programming, please
contact Paula Cocozza at Paulacocozza@ccgb.org or online at https://ccgb.org/rtb.

Gathering
Please note that here we go live on Facebook.
WELCOME

Word
Please be seated.
A READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: Acts 9:1-20
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get
up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling
with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment
he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on
him so that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him,
“Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings
and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of
my name.” So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after
taking some food, he regained his strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”
Word of God! Word of Life!

Thanks be to God!

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF PSALMS: Psalm 30

I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
O LORD my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed.
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
I cried to you, O LORD;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;
O LORD, be my helper.”
You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.
Word of God! Word of Life!

Thanks be to God!

A READING FROM THE REVELATION TO JOHN: Revelation 5:11-14
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all
that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor
and glory and might forever and ever!”
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.
Word of God! Word of Life!

Thanks be to God!

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: John 21:1-19

You may stand if you so desire.

After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples
by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We
will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said
to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and
now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on
some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred
yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said
to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the
disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time
that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him,
“Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said
to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to
him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him
the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow
old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take
you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would
glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”
Word of God! Word of Life!

Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.
SERMON

Jeanette Harris

You may stand if you so desire.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us affirm our faith together.
We believe in God who created us and all that is,
who loves us and desires our love in return.
We believe in Jesus Christ, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
& every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God our Creator.
We believe in the Holy Spirit who calls us into relationship with God,
who gathers us in relationship with the whole human family,
who enlightens our minds, enlarges our hearts, and enables our bodies,
and who sanctifies us by helping us to grow in faith and hope and obedience to God’s will.
It is this Triune God – the three in one and one in three – whom we worship and adore
and to whom we offer all that we have and all that we are. Amen

PURPOSE STATEMENT
As members and friends of Salem Church, let us remind ourselves who we are:
We are a community of Christian disciples called by the Holy Spirit.
In response to God’s transforming love, we share our joy through praise and service.
May it be so!
Amen!
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection
for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
So they can be heard online, these petitions will be offered by the leaders at the microphones.
Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the world as you sent your
apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come and see your wondrous acts in Christ. We
pray for our mission partners, especially today for Camp Calumet Lutheran. We pray for our
Salem members & their families, especially those celebrating birthdays this week: Howard
Swanson, Hannah Dollhopf, and Bonnie McWain,
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural forces and human
negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life that purifies air and water and that feeds humans
and other living creatures.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope when they struggle to
produce what they need. Give all who labor fair treatment and just wages.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Restore all people who cry to you for help especially Barbara, Barry, Bernedette, Bill,
Christiane, Dolores, Frank, Grace, Iris, Jocelyn, Jonathan, Linda, Moses, Ray, Steve, and all we
name in our hearts. Turn their mourning into dancing, clothe them with joy, and put a testimony
of healing and praise on their lips.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you. Sustain them by your
faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of Jesus.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ and bestowing upon
him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal Christ’s glory to us and through us in our worship.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You are invited to offer your own prayer petition at this time, either silently or aloud.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Thanksgiving
OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, you said, “Give and it will be given to you…
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
Give us the confidence to cheerfully give
our tithes and offerings of time, talent and treasure to your work in this place,
trusting that you will provide abundantly for all our needs.
We pray this in the power of your Spirit. Amen
OFFERING INVITATION

Please be seated.

In response to God’s grace,
it is our joy to return to God our tithes and offerings.
We are grateful for your generosity,
-which not only is an exercise of and witness to your faith,
but which funds our ministry together here at Salem.
If you are a member of another congregation,
we encourage you to give to your home congregation first,
but invite you to contribute to our ministry also
so that we can continue to take our worship online
as a witness to the power and love of the amazing God we serve.
Simply go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate”
or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program
with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page.

Sending
ANNOUNCEMENTS, THANK YOU AND BLESSING

Here ends our Facebook live stream.

Please be seated.

Meal & Dismissal
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
You may stand if you so desire and make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known & from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for all people,
and for Christ’s sake God forgives all who truly repent of their sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

COMMUNION

Please be seated.

God be with you!
Open your hearts!
Let us give thanks to the God of all!

And also with you!
We open them to God and one another!
It is right to give God thanks & praise!

In the night in which he was betrayed….
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed.
Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen
The body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.

During communion, you may take your communion elements during worship
or hold on to your kit until you get home.
If you take the elements inside the church, open the kit over the pew to prevent spilling on the carpet.
After the service, please dispose of your own kit either in a waste receptacle at church or at home.

The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in divine grace!
Amen!
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

Announcements
Welcome to WONDROUS WEDNESDAYS! On Wednesday we have 3 wonderful
opportunities to live into our mission of Encountering God, Building Relationships, and
Changing Lives. The links are all on the calendar on our website at SalemBridgeport.org under
the Resources Tab.
* First, on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month through June, we begin with a
Morning Bible Study 9:30-11:00 on zoom, led by Grace Dukenski. There is time for sharing
before we launch into our study of the book of Romans, and time for prayer at the end.
* Every Wednesday at 12:00 noon we meet on zoom for prayer. You can pray out loud if
you want, or you can simply ask others to pray for you or for the concerns on your mind or
heart. The more we talk with God and the more we listen to God, the more God is able to work
through us. And the more we pray TOGETHER the more the power of prayer is multiplied.
* And finally, every Wednesday at 6:30 pm we conclude with an Evening Bible Study
6:30-7:30 on zoom, led by Pastor Marjo and Jeanette Harris. Join this diverse and
interesting group of people for a study that is not simply informational but transformational.
We continue our study of the book of Acts, concluding at 7:15 with a brief service of Holy
Communion.
The next breakfast and faith discussion will be held on May 14 th at Grace Lutheran
Church, 150 Chapel Street, Stratford, at 8:00 (7:00 to help cook).
Please join Jeanette Harris and Genesis Gospel Café at the next Inner-View Chat’n’Chew,
Saturday May 21st at 11:00 am. Details forthcoming.
Let’s stay connected! Much of Pastor Marjo’s and Salem’s Office Manager, Karl’s work can
be done from their homes, but generally Karl is here on Thursdays to take care of tasks that
cannot be accomplished remotely, and Pastor Marjo is happy to meet with you in-person here

should you so desire. If we can help in any way, please know that you can call Salem’s church
office at 203-330-3300 and leave a message and your message will be picked up remotely and
your call returned. Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441.
She would be MORE THAN HAPPY to hear from you!
UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Philip and James, Apostles
Sunday, May 1, 2022
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to "come and see." He later
responded to an Ethiopian official's request for teaching and baptism. Little is known of James,
the son of Alphaeus, called "the Less" to distinguish him from another apostle named James.
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373
Monday, May 2, 2022
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those who taught
otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of the Council of Nicea.
He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views.
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387
Wednesday, May 4, 2022
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but whom she
helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her son Augustine, who
went on to become one of the greatest church teachers.
CREDITS
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Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
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Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.

God has been working through
many organizations larger than
local congregations to nurture
people’s bodies and souls. The
Council of Churches of Greater
Bridgeport (primarily white
mainline Protestant
congregations) and the
Interdenominational Ministerial
Alliance of Greater Bridgeport
(black Evangelical and
Pentecostal congregations) are 2
such organizations. Some
congregations have set up their
own non-profit organizations
like nOURish BRIDGEPORT
(United Church of Christ),
FaithActs (Pastor William
McCullough of Russell Temple)
and the Mount Aery
Development Corporation
(Mount Aery Baptist Church).
And there are other
organizations having a big
impact as well, such as the
NAACP of Greater Bridgeport
which received an award for
being the most active chapter in
the state. But imagine what can
happen if all of these
organizations, all of the
congregations affiliated with
them, and all of the other
unaffiliated congregations were
to work together! That’s why
the Luis Palau Association is
coming to our city – so that we
can do together what none of our
congregations or organizations
can do separately. Look over
the many ways to get involved
and pray to see how God is
calling YOU!

