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Welcome
We want you to feel safe so please know that we have 3 units of the best air cleaner on the market in the sanctuary.  Also, you are most welcome to wear a mask at worship if you’d like.  

We are on our way - journeying through the Season of Epiphany, a season highlighted by 3 festivals in which Jesus is revealed as God’s own beloved Son.  The season begins with the light of a star and ends with Jesus shining like the sun, so in a sense the entire season is about the growing light that Jesus brings into our lives.  The light of Christ grows when it is shared.  So today we recall that the first thing Jesus did (after he had been commissioned by God at his baptism and after he had spent time praying and fasting in the wilderness) was to call some ordinary fishermen to leave their old lives behind and to follow him.  Jesus still calls each and every one of us to leave our old lives – our old mindsets, our old priorities, our old values – behind and step into brand new lives of abundant joy.  And that joy propels us to share what we’ve found with others, that they, too, might be “caught’ in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 

PLEASE JOIN THE SALEM’S WATER BOTTLE CHALLENGE to benefit the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport’s Janus Center’s school closet program!  School children in Bridgeport public schools are in dire need of drinking water as drinking fountains have been dismantled due to Covid and also because of lead in the pipes.  Our own Cindy Roberts has found a most cost-effective way to supply water – by the pallet!  A pallet holds 84 cases, each holding 24 bottles for a total of 2,016 bottles.  Cindy has negotiated the price down to $6.12 (including the $.10 deposit) = $514.08/pallet.  Salem delegates to the CCGB would like to challenge our congregation to raise enough funds to cover 1 pallet and then challenge other congregations to do the same.  Please make checks payable to Salem and in the memo list “water bottles”.  You can also contribute cash by placing it in an envelope, marked “from <YOUR NAME> for water bottles”, and place it in the offering box or give it to Pastor Marjo.  If you have any questions please see Sandra Brown, Nancy Headford, Tom Larson, Cindy Roberts, Bill Winter or Pastor Marjo.
An adult forum on the 2023 budget will be held following worship next Sunday on January 29th.

Salem’s Semi-Annual Meeting will be held in person on Sunday February 5th, immediately following worship.  

Upcoming services at our regular time include:

Sundays Jan 29, Feb 5, & Feb 12 – Sundays after Epiphany

Sunday February 19 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Wednesday Feb 22 - Ash Wednesday – place TBA
Gathering
GATHERING SONG
You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore

(as found in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s worship books, 

With One Voice # 784, This Far by Faith # 154, and Evangelical Lutheran Worship # 817)


1
You have come down to the lakeshore 




seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 




but only asking for me to follow.
Refrain
Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; 




kindly smiling, you've called out my name.




On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 




now with you, I will seek other seas.



2
You know full well what I have, Lord:  




neither treasure nor weapons for conquest,




just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain



3
You need my hands, my exhaustion, 




working love for the rest of the weary – 



a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain


4
You who have fished other waters; 




you, the longing of souls that are yearning:



O loving Friend, you have come to call me.  Refrain
Text: 

Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946




Meter
8 10 10 and refrain

Music: 
Pescador de hombres, Cesáreo Gabaráin

Text & music © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. 


All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Reprinted / Streamed with permission under OneLicense # A-727372
Performance # 1 by Ebenezer United Church, Markham, Ontario, Canada, 08/08/20, 


with accompaniment by Murphy Hung
as found at this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjMaUoNUNsQ  [3:27]

Performance # 2 by First United Methodist, Downtown, Houston TX, 08/07/16


Sanctuary Choir, Dr. Terry Morris, Director of Music, Jay Whatley, Organist


posted by Panoplyimaging
as found at this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQAWIm3cJCI  [4:03]
Performance # 3 by First-Plymouth Church, Lincoln, NE, 09/24/17
as found at this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uLxgyWHTPBo  [4:15]

Please note that here we go live on Facebook.

WELCOME

Welcome in the name of the God who continues to fashion and shape us,

in the name of Jesus who shows us the way to abundant life,

and in the name of the Spirit, who directs our every step.
It is so good to be here!  

Thank you for joining us today!  Thank you, those of you who are here in person with us!

And thank you, those of you out there in cyber space, wherever – and whenever! – you are!

For those of you who don’t know me, 


I’m Pastor Marjo Anderson of Salem Lutheran Church in Bridgeport, CT in the US.

To find out more about our ministry or to contact us, 


you can go to our website, SalemBridgeport.org, to our Facebook page, SalemBridgeport,


and to our YouTube channel, Salem Lutheran Church, Bridgeport CT.  

Links to our donate page and worship bulletin – 


which has both the order of worship and announcements – as well as other resources 


are included on our website at SalemBridgeport.org/Live.

On Wednesday we invite you to join us on zoom for prayer at noon & Bible Study at 6:30.

This week we’ll look back over the book of Acts 


& talk about how this study has changed how we view our own lives & the life of the Church.  Even if you haven’t been, I encourage you to come and hear what others have to say.  
Over the following 2 weeks we plan to watch the documentary “The Insanity of God”, 


which is kind of a modern story of Acts.  And after that, we’ll see where the Spirit directs our study.  

Next Sun after worship we’ll have an adult forum in preparation for our semi-annual meeting



which will be held on Sunday February 5th, immediately following worship.  

Links to all of our events can be found on our calendar a SalemBridgeport.org

For more details on these announcements or to hear about other upcoming events 


please see our worship bulletin at SalemBridgeport.org/Live.

Any other announcements?   prayer requests?  God-sightings?

Then let’s begin our worship with prayer: 

God, you are so full of power and love! 
You are responsible for the entire cosmos and yet you take the time to know everything about us – 


every deed, every word, every thought, every feeling.

You set us on the right path, but it seems like we are always getting sidetracked.  
You sent Jesus to show us the Way to abundant life and joy, 


but too often we choose our own way and end up lost and alone.  

You offer us the Spirit’s power, and yet most of the time we’d prefer to use our own.

God, in this moment we open ourselves to you and invite you into our hearts


that you may completely transform us.

We thank you that when we leave this place, we can follow Jesus


and so continue to receive his preaching, learn from his teaching, be made whole by his healing, 



and experience the amazing signs and wonders and miracles he’s always performing.

We praise you for who you are!

And we thank you for all you have done, all you are doing right now, and all that you will do!

We pray in the name of Jesus and by the power of the Spirit.  Amen

OPENING HYMN
Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult

(as found in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s worship book,

Evangelical Lutheran Worship # 696)
You may stand if you so desire.

1
Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
of our life's wild, restless sea,


day by day his clear voice sounding, saying, "Christian, follow me":

2
As of old Saint Andrew heard it by the Galilean lake,


turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for Jesus' sake.



3
Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store,


from each idol that would keep us, saying, "Christian, love me more."

4
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease,


still he calls, in cares and pleasures, "Christian, love me more than these."

5
Jesus calls us! By your mercy, Savior, may we hear your call,


give our hearts to your obedience, serve and love you best of all.

Text:  
based on Matthew 4:18-22, 22:37, Mark 1:16-20, 12:30, Luke 5:1-11, 10:27,




John 1:40, by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895; Meter
8 7 8 7

Music:
Galilee, by William H. Jude, 1851-1922

Text and Music are in the Public Domain

Performance by Sammamish Hills (Lutheran Church) Worship: SHLC, 01/24/21


Anna Morris, Voice and Carol Churchill, Piano


Coordinating, Film Editing, Audio Mixing and Mastering: Sung Lee


We pray that the worship and music materials from 'Samm Hills Music'


 is a blessing to you. 


If you would like to use it in your setting (worship, class, etc), please do so. 


If you do, please let us know so that we can better understand 



the depth and breadth of God's reach through our ministry. 


You can reach us at sammamishhillslutheranchurch@gmail.com


If you would like to help us to continue to produce these kinds of materials, 



you are invited to make a donation at https://secure.myvanco.com/YK2T/home
as found at this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KX57M4YVl4  [2:21]
Word
Please be seated.
A READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES:  Isaiah 9:1-4

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish.  In the former time YHWH brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time YHWH will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.


Word of God!  Word of Life!      Thanks be to God!  

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF PSALMS:  Psalm 27:1, 4-9

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
One thing I ask of the Lord; 
one thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.
For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.

Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; 
I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
My heart speaks your message — “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lord, will I seek.
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away — you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation. 
Word of God!  Word of Life!     Thanks be to God!
A READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT:  1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.  For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.  What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul”, or “I belong to Apollos”, or “I belong to Cephas”, or “I belong to Christ”.  Has Christ been divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name.  (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)  For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Word of God!  Word of Life!     Thanks be to God!
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS:  Matthew 4:12-23
You may stand if you so desire.
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles — the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the deep darkness and the shadow of death, on them light has dawned!”

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near!”

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea — for they were fishermen.  And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people!”  Immediately they left their nets and followed him.  As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.  Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

Word of God!  Word of Life!     Thanks be to God!
SERMON
Please be seated.
Pastor Marjo

You may stand if you so desire.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH for the Season of Epiphany
Let us affirm our beliefs together as the community of Christ:

We believe in God, 

Creator of the good earth, where the trees form a corridor of praise

and the birds form a choir to welcome each dawn;

Creator of the holy earth, where flowers spin in delight

and the ocean washes pain from the shore;

Creator of the precious earth, where air, water, fire and living creatures tumble together,

sometimes in joyous accord, but often in hurtful disarray.

We believe in Jesus, the restorer of the good path,

who leads us into the depths of prayer and the heights of praise,

who guides us through valleys of despair

and along mountain paths of risk,

who beckons us to renew relationships and restore unity.

We believe in the Spirit, who stirred the church into being

and continually prompts us to be a river of hope, a stream of care, 
a fountain of joy and an ocean of love.

We believe in an amazing God, a risen Christ, and a life-giving Spirit.  Amen
PURPOSE STATEMENT
As members and friends of Salem Church, let us remind ourselves who we are:

We are a community of Christian disciples called by the Holy Spirit.

In response to God’s transforming love, we share our joy through praise and service,

that we may encounter God, build relationships, and change lives.

May it be so!



Amen

Lord’s Prayer 


Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  

Prayers of Intercession

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

So they can be heard online, these petitions will be offered by the leaders at the microphones.

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. 
Help us to work together across differences. 
Energize ecumenical partnerships, 
including the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport, and the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of Greater Bridgeport. 
We pray for Salem members & their families, especially those celebrating birthdays this week. McKenzie Kemp, and Liz Bales.
Merciful God,   receive our prayer.

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation.  Fill the land and sea with your abundance. 
Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. 
Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. 

Merciful God,   receive our prayer.

In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance.  

Break the rod of the oppressors in every nation – 

especially when we are the ones oppressing others, even if we do so unwittingly.  

Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. 
Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. 

Merciful God,   receive our prayer.

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. 
Rouse communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, 
or are isolated and lonely. 
Especially we pray for Barbro, Barry, Boni, Cliffy, Dave, Dave, Dennis, Dick, Dolores, Dorothy, Frank, Gigi, Grace, Jacob, Janice, Jeff, Jim, Jocelyn, Joe, Joey, John, Linda, Liz, Katherine, Marija, Natalie, Pastor Ruth, Sara, Sara Jean, Steve, VL, 
and all we name in our hearts.   
We thank you for the healing that you have provided to Pastor Marjo and to Melissa.

Merciful God,   receive our prayer.

Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community. Nurture each congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. 

Merciful God,    receive our prayer.

We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. 
Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us all to the fullness and joy of eternal life. 

Merciful God,   receive our prayer.

You are invited to offer your own prayer petition at this time, either silently or aloud.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, 

trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified.  Amen
Thanksgiving
Offering Prayer 

Jesus, you said, “Give and it will be given to you…  

for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

Give us the confidence to cheerfully give 

our tithes and offerings of time, talent and treasure to your work in this place, trusting that you will provide abundantly for all our needs. 

We pray this in the power of your Spirit.  Amen
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Offering INVITATION
Please be seated.


In response to God’s grace, it is our joy to return to God our tithes and offerings. 

We are grateful for your generosity, 
which not only is an exercise of and witness to your faith, 

but which funds our ministry together here at Salem.  

If you are a member of another congregation, we encourage you to give to it first, 

but invite you to contribute to our ministry also  

so that we can continue to take our worship online 

as a witness to the power and love of the amazing God we serve.

Simply go to the menu on our website at SalemBridgeport.org and click “donate” 

or scan the QR code here in our Sunday worship program 

with a QR reader on your smart phone which will take you to that page.

Offertory HYMN
I Love to Tell the Story
(as found in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s worship book, 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship # 661)

You may stand if you so desire.



1
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,




of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.




I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true;




it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.
Refrain
I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory




to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.


2
I love to tell the story; ‘tis pleasant to repeat




what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!




I love to tell the story, for some have never heard




the message of salvation from God’s own holy word.   
Refrain
I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory




to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.


3
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best




seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.




And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,




‘twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.  
Refrain
I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory




to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
Text:  based on Matthew 10:26-27, Acts 4:20, 2 Corinthians 4:17, Revelation 5:9



by Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911; Meter 7 6 7 6 D and refrain

Music: 
Hankey by William G. Fischer, 1835-1912

The Text and Music are in the Public Domain.  

Performance by First-Plymouth Church Lincoln, NE, 10/11/15,


sung by the Congregation and Plymouth Choir 


and assisted by the Youth Orchestra of First Plymouth Church, Lincoln NE, 

as found at this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=onJLwQS8dR0  [3:46]

Sending

Please be seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
On Wednesday we invite you to join us on zoom for prayer at noon & Bible Study at 6:30.

This week we’ll look back over the book of Acts 


& talk about how this study has changed how we view our own lives & the life of the Church.  Even if you haven’t been, I encourage you to come and hear what others have to say.  

Over the following 2 weeks we plan to watch the documentary “The Insanity of God”, 


which is kind of a modern story of Acts.

And after that, we’ll see where the Spirit directs our study.  

Next Sun after worship we’ll have an adult forum in preparation for our semi-annual meeting



which will be held on Sunday February 5th, immediately following worship.  

Links to all of our events can be found on our calendar a SalemBridgeport.org

For more details on these announcements or to hear about other upcoming events 


please see our worship bulletin at SalemBridgeport.org/Live.

THANK YOU

Before we end the live-streamed portion of our worship,

    I want to especially thank those of you out there in cyberspace 

who have worshipped with us.

I hope you will join us again.  

If you’d like to know more, or if you’d like to talk or pray with me, 


you can reach her through Salem’s website or Facebook page.

BLESSING

As we say good-bye to our online worshippers,  


I’d like to offer to all who are worshipping with us, 

both in-person and in cyberspace 


this blessing based on today’s Psalm, # 27:
The Lord is the stronghold of your life
When you follow God, there is nothing and no one to fear. 

For in the day of trouble God will hide you, give you shelter, raise you high, 


and lift you up above your enemies, around any trouble that surrounds you.  

The Lord is your light and your salvation!  Amen!

Here ends our Facebook live stream.

Meal & Dismissal
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS


You may stand if you so desire and make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

who makes all things new, 

transforming our hearts and minds, our witness and our service.  Amen
Trusting in God’s boundless power and endless love, let us confess our sin.

Creating and Redeeming God, source of our renewal,

we confess that we are bound by sin, and cannot free ourselves.

We have not given our hearts to you.
We have not submitted to your authority.
For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us,

that we may be reconciled to you and to every person in our lives 

that all may be drawn to bring you honor, glory and praise!  Amen

Thus says our God:

“The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare”

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.

Those who follow where Christ leads will find life abundant and joy without measure.  Amen
COMMUNION 
Please be seated.

God be with you!  
And also with you!
Open your hearts!
We open them to God and one another!
Let us give thanks to the God of all!
It is right to give God thanks & praise!

In the night in which he was betrayed….

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed. 

Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen

The body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.

During communion, you may take your communion elements during worship
or hold on to your kit until you get home.

If you take the elements inside the church, open the kit over the pew to prevent spilling on the carpet.

After the service, please dispose of your own kit either in a waste receptacle at church or at home.
The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in divine grace! Amen!

SENDING HYMN
God's Work, Our Hands
(as found in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s worship book, 
All Creation Sings # 1000.)
You may stand if you so desire.
1
God's work, our hands:  working together, building a future, repairing the world,


raising up homes, planting new gardens, feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold.


Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, sharing the good news of your gospel.
2
God's work, our feet: trav’ling together, following Jesus to places unknown,


walking as friends, marching for freedom, running the race with God's future the goal.


Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, sharing the good news of your gospel.
3
God's work, our voice: singing together, praising, proclaiming to all who will hear,


praying for peace, shouting for justice, claiming God's love for the lost and the least.


Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, sharing the good news of your gospel.
4
God is at work in and around us:  seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise!


Washed and set free, humbled and honored, gifted by grace, we respond in God's love.


Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, sharing the good news of your gospel.
Text:

based on Isaiah 58:7, Matthew 4:30-31, 13:3, 25:37-43, Romans 10:15, 




Phillipians 3:13-14, Hebrews 12:1, by Wayne L. Wold, b.1954; 




Meter 4 5 10 4 5 10 10 9; 




© 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Music:  
Earth and All Stars, David N. Johnson, 1922–1987




© 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense # A-727372

Performance for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 08/13/19, 


as found at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkUINcJ3KXA  [2:55]
A hymn titled “God’s Work, Our Hands” written by Wayne Wold 


was selected as the winning entry in the ELCA’s “God’s work. Our hands” Sunday hymn contest. 

People submitted original compositions to be considered as a hymn for the ELCA’s annual day of service. 

Wold is also the director of music ministry at First Lutheran Church in Ellicott City, MD. 

The selected hymn represents the official tagline of the ELCA 


and expresses how the people of this church live in service for the life of the world. 

The hymn is available as a year-round worship resource.  https://www.elca.org/dayofservice

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is one of the largest Christian denominations in the US,


with nearly 3.5 million members in more than 9,100 worshiping communities 


across the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. 

Known as the church of "God's work. Our hands," 


the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, 

unity among Christians and service in the world. 
The ELCA's roots are in the writings of the German church reformer Martin Luther.
Dismissal
Go in peace, follow Jesus, and you will find joy!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE SONG
I Will Follow
Intro

Where You go I'll go Where You stay I'll stay When You move I'll move



I will follow Oh oh oh

Verse 1
All Your ways are good All Your ways are sure I will trust in You alone



Higher than my sight High above my life I will trust in You alone

Chorus
Where You go I'll go Where You stay I'll stay When You move I'll move



I will follow You Whom You love I'll love 




How You serve I'll serve If this life I lose I will follow (You)

Interlude
Yeah I will follow You yeah

Verse 2
Light into the world Light into my life I will live for You alone



You're the One I seek Knowing I will find All I need in You alone In You alone

Bridge
In You there's life everlasting In You there's freedom for my soul



In You there's joy unending joy And I will follow

Ending
Yeah I will follow You yeah I will follow You yeah I will follow You yeah 
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Announcements
God wants to spend time with us.  God has some things to say to us.  And God wants to hear from us.  One of the primary ways God listens to Salem is through our praying together.  And one of the primary ways God speaks to us is through Bible Study.  If we expect to know God’s will for us, we must come together to listen to what God has to say.  So, please!   Join us for Prayer this week and also for Bible Study, as we reflect back on what God has spoken to our hearts through the book of Acts.  
To join us for prayer on zoom Wednesday at 12:00 click here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82882777326?pwd=VCtObFRPOGI3cTR3elI2ZmtiZEpadz09 

And to join us for Bible Study 6:30-7:25, click here:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89119212353?pwd=WFdhU3ZaL1BUb2syZmdzREdTZVpsdz09
If you cannot access zoom just let Pastor Marjo know and you can join via speakerphone.  

And for anyone not able to join us on Sundays, Holy Communion will be offered at 7:25.

Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County invites your support as a guest, sponsor, or in-kind donor, at their 2023 Annual Gala April Fools Masquerade Ball Saturday April 1, 2023, 6:30-11:00 PM, Woodway Country Club, 540 Hoyt Street, Darien, CT.  For more information, please visit habitatcfc.org/gala .  

You can help feed the hungry!  While we may not have our own food pantry anymore, some of our members and others are still in need of food and Pastor Marjo distributes $25 stop and shop cards as needed, requested and as available. We encourage you to donate to Salem’s food assistance fund.  You can give using the envelopes found in your quarterly envelope packet or you can put a check in the donation box marked “food assistance.” In addition, you may send a check to the office or drop it in church mailbox or give it or cash to Pastor Marjo.  You can also give to the fund online by clicking on this link. or go to our website, SalemBridgeport.org, click on Donate, and then fill in your amount under “Food Pantry Donation”.

You can also feed the hungry by helping to collect food at the following times & places:
March 18 for Bishop Jean Williams Food Pantry at Stop & Shop on Main in Bridgeport

April 15 for Trumbull Food Pantry at Stop & Shop on Quality St in Trumbull

May 20 for Sterling House Food Pantry at Stop & Shop on Main St in Stratford

June 17 for Operation Hope at Stop & Shop on Kings Hwy Cutoff in Fairfield

The Monday morning team that helps at Bishop Jean Williams Food Pantry will help deliver the collections on the following Mondays.  See Richard Lansing to sign up!

The Connecticut Hospice, Inc. is accepting applications for new volunteers! Our patients and families are in need of your care and support. If you have an interest in companionship, light housekeeping or making meals, please contact Joan Cullen, Director of Volunteers at 203-315-7510.

Please support the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport’s ministries with your donations of time and money.  

· Their FEED Center is improving the nutritional value of the food served and distributed through their network of food pantries and soup kitchens and is also providing free culinary classes and entrepreneurial opportunities to help lift people out of poverty.  Their Mobile Market truck delivers fresh fruits and vegetables to the communities who have a hard time getting to the stores.
· PROJECT LEARN is the after-school program for elementary students which is run by the Summerfield United Methodist Church.
· Their JANUS Center supports 90 young people each year, offering a 24-hour hot line, respite care services, mentoring, and interventions, helping to keep them in school and out of the juvenile justice system – leveraging hope and changing lives.  Parenting Journey workshops help parents learn skills to help their families.  The Outreach program works with homeless youth.  
· PROJECTO NUEVA VITA (PNW) helps formerly incarcerated citizens upon their release with a set of clothes, needed documents, bus passes and group meetings to help get their lives back together.  

Let’s stay connected!  Much of Pastor Marjo’s and Salem’s Office Manager, Karl’s work can be done from their homes, but generally Karl is here on Thursdays to take care of tasks that cannot be accomplished remotely, and Pastor Marjo is happy to meet with you in-person here should you so desire.  If we can help in any way, please know that you can call Salem’s church office at 203-330-3300 and leave a message and your message will be picked up remotely and your call returned or send an email to SalemSec123@sbcglobal.net.  Please also do not hesitate to call or text Pastor Marjo at 203-982-3441 or email her at marjoanderson@aol.com.  She would be MORE THAN HAPPY to hear from you!  

Living with a family member (non-spouse) or friend who is 65 or older, and who is on Medicaid?  Companies such as Emerest Adult Family Living will pay you to care for them.  You must go through a process to determine how much you are qualified for by the state of CT, but some people make more than $2,750/month.  Call or text Emerest at 203-871-3000 to learn more or fill out a quick form online at www.emerestafl.com .

You may have money waiting for you at https://ctbiglist.com/ .  Just put in your name, city and zip and then press search.  If you want to verify that this is legit, just go to:

https://portal.ct.gov/OTT/Unclaimed-Property/Overview .   If you end up with some unexpected cash, you might want to think about giving a tithe on it to Salem! 😁
UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Conversion of Paul
Wednesday, January 25, 2023

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes to an end 

as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early church, 

the apostle Paul. 

His encounter with the risen Christ turned him from persecutor of the followers of Christ 

to one of their leaders.

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries
Thursday, January 26, 2023

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul. 

Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, 

Titus bishop of Crete, 

and Silas was imprisoned with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake.

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith
Friday, January 27, 2023

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, 

as demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. 

Lydia, a seller of purple goods, lent her home for a church; 

Dorcas was known for charitable works; 

and Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae.

